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96TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION is RECOGNIZED AS AN
OFFIe IAl VETERANS ORGANIZATION 9Y THE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE. OUR CHARTER IS IN THE STATE Of ILLINOIS. BEING
ANON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, WHATEVER INCOfIIIETHERE IS
MUST BE USED TO BENEFIT THE ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP.
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1980-1981 Officers
96th Infantry Division Association

PRESIDENT

Glenn Hamilton
2918 No. Western
Peoria, IL 61604

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

Russell Watts
66 West Norwich Ave.
Columbus, OH 43201

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Ernest Qualls
831 East Park Manor
Lebanon, MO 65536

TREASURER

Anthony V. Skaronea
231 Rouse Ave.
Mundelein, IL 60060

REC. SECRETARY

Harm Alberts
R.F.D.
Culbertson, NE 69024

CORR.SECRET ARY

Virgil Below
C.R. No. 11
Risingsun, OH 43457

SERGEANT AT ARMS

Percy P. Jones
Rt. 2, Box 81
Wisconsin Dells, WI 539~5

HISTORIAN

Stanley Smith
Rt. 1, Box 15
Coggin, IA 52218

LADIES AUXILIARY

PRESIDENT

Van Champion (Atwell)
5091 Bardwell Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

Frances Marlengo (Joseph)
4444 So. 15th PI.
Milwaukee, WI 53221

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Lois Qualls (Ernest)
831 East Park Manor
Lebanon, MO 65536

3RD VICE PRESIDENT &

HISTORIAN

Mary Williams (Harold)
Box 801
West Branch, IA 52358

REC. SECRETARY

Lucille Guthrie (William)
120~'N. Franklin St.
Litchfield, IL 62056

CORR. SECRETARY

Phyllis Fritz (Joe)
1429 N. 14th St.
Beatrice, NE 68310

1

CHAPLAIN

Jo Watts (Russell)
66 West Norwich Ave.
Columbus, OH 43201

TREASURER

Thelma Burton (Douglas)
11179 Fowler Ave.
Selma, CA 93662

Ilar'uld ,X l.on·ailU'Stl"lllul
(M Company-381 )

I'AIii",,,

604 S. Hazel St.
Glenwood, 10. 51534
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Auxiliary Corner

Hi, Girls,
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Van Chalnpion, President
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From An Early Deadeye Dispatch
THE FEAR OF BEING ANONYMOUS

War is a peculiarly individual thing to an infantryman. No matter how many of his buadies are involved in combat alo~gside of him, he

sees the action as a combination of vicious happenings that focus on him specifically. The dreadfulness of everything being ripped to,
smithereens on his little part of a ridge gives him a shock the likes of which probably has no comparison in this life. He suspe(;ts that

he is being put on. Nothing is normal anymore as his world is riven in a crazy way and the best friends he will ~ver have become

casualties.

He closes bravely with the enemy, but he carries along a resentful feeling that his struggle is going unappreciated and unnoticed. He

decides that he is very much alone and forgotten in his predicament. It never leaves him, even as he forces himself ~o put one foot in

front of the other· the fear of anonymity.

In the midst of this, he perceives that he is a participant in a great event and wistfully wishes to be remembered for having been there.

But fate removes him to his home country, far from those desperate scenes that, ex"ept in his dreams, he will not experience again.

And he is thankful.

The passage of years and the quirks of international politics give the old infantryman a perspective from which to look back and

wonder at the worth of his effort and the enormity of the cost. In a remote part of the world, on the island of Okinawa, he and his

buddies will be leaving only two permanent symbols, one to honor a famous Texan by the name of Claudius M. Easley and another for

a dedicated' soldier called Edwin T. May. Those monuments will also serve to call to mind that long roster of men of the 96th who

knew the fear, but dared to be anonymous.

the hard part - last 20 miles
of OKINAWA from far out

I

'

MAY MONUMENT .
• atop Madelene Hill

~ EASLEY MONUMENT
"

~ atop Voza Oake

9
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MilWAUKEE REUNION COMMITTEE - JULY 23, 24, 25,1981

TOP: Ed Dakan, Chairman, B-381, Percy Jones Memorial Service
AT-382, leonard Dereszynski, Greater Milwaukee Convention
Bureau, Joe Marlenga, Program and Activities, A-383
Fran Marlenga, Co-Chairman in Charge of ladies Activities.

BOTTOM: The window in this picture was important - out there the new hotel was going up. It was opened
in May, 1980. Tom Kenny, Director of Sales for Hyatt Regency, reviewed proposed contracts

with the committee.
Alton Berger 1-382 and Don Bloom C & D-382 were absent when these pictures were taken in

October, 1979.


