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Dear Deadeyes, Spouses, Families, Friends, all those associated with the old 96" Infantry Division
‘\ssociation (@pih IDA., and members of the ne'.v 96" Infantry Division Deadeye Association 96™ IDDA),

A.ssociation Officers and The Executive Committee arc looking fot\vard to seeing you at the 48" and
final 96" IDA reunion this year. Every reunion has seemed like the best, but we are working hard to make
this one very special.

\(ie urge you to attend this landmark Reunion. Contact your "buddies" and encourage them to enjoy
the comradeship you have enjoyed every reunion.

One cmnot imagine the feeling of celebrating the brotherhood of the 96™ Infantry Division
Association unless you have mingled among "the old and young soldiers” and enjoyed silent as well as gentle
and robust conversations.  \Var stories as \velL

Don't forget, many of our members are of the post W'WIT contlicts including 96" Regional Readiness
Command reservists who continue to serve in Irag and Afghanistan. Some have joined the ne\llAssociation
They make me proud.

Finally \ve have very important agenda items for the business meeting, as well as a formal "Passing of
the Colors”, of the 96" InEl 11tryDivision Association to the new 96" Infantry Division Deadeye Association.

The major agenda items needing approval by the general membership are:

« Turnover of current 96" IDA member list to 96" IDDA

o Transfer of the remaining financial assets of the "old Association” to the "nev,r Association" after an
bills are paid, and the books are audited.

o Transfer of physical assets of the WWII Division, and the "old Association” to the "new
Association”, including history records, memorabilia, membership files, flag:; and all other materials.

e A resolution to encourage the new Association to plan periodic meetings to include an agenda, time,
place, and social activities.

* Resolution encouraging life members from the old Association to voluntarily give tax deductible
support to the new Association.

e Approval of distribution of a final post 2005 Reunion commemorative Deadeye Dispatch.

« Authorize current 96" IDA officers and The Executive Committee to continue beyond July 2005 and
complete phase out of the Association. A ttnal report will be prepared and published in the
COJTIl.memorative Edition of the Deadeye Dispatch.

e Any other written motions that may be determined necessary for the good of the Association.  Submit
proposed items to me before July.

Remember our Welcome Night Kick Off Party is your chance to reminisce with your Deadeye comrades and
families .. Memories of reunions past, battle experiences or just some personal thoughts are of interest and
should be shared. If you or family members have talents, musical or otherwise bring them on. This is our
last "I-lurrall"” and our last chance to be heard. Contact Ann Moroz ASAP to get on the program.

George Rastall, President
96" Infantry Division Association



Auxiliary  Corner

g 6 th INF. DIV. ASSN.

DEADEYES

ANNUAL REUNIONS

Members of the 96" Infantry Division and Ladies Auxiliary!

It has again been my privilege to be a member of the Planning Committee for the annual
reunion of the 96" Infantry Division. Working with Bob Siefert, George Rastall, and
Bob Schmidt has been such a positive experience as we shared ideas and formats for our
final reunion. We feel a sadness as we plan our last reunion, but have accepted the fact
that it is time for all of us to complete the mission in preparation for a change of
command to the 96" Deadeye Association ..

The Planning Committee have selected for your enjoyment tours that will be exciting and
informative. The World War Il Memorial is breathtaking and will be an unforgettable
experience for your memory book. Thope all of you have an opportunity to ride the
Metrorail System. For this country gal it was such a fun happening since I was able to
experience the system while there for the October Planning Session.

Ladies please note on the page listing activities, dates and times there are some major
changes in our activities. The first one being there will be no Ladies Executive
Committee Meeting. We will have a Ladies Business Meeting on Thursday morning to
discuss closure of our Auxiliary activities when all members can be present. Note the
time of the Ladies Luncheon. Both of these events were scheduled to enable all of you to
have the opportunity to take part in the WWII Memorial Tour and the Arlington National
Cemetery Tour,

The Ladies Luncheon will be held on the top floor of the hotel with views of Arlington
and surrounding area. It will be a festive affair with a strolling violinist to entertain us.
In the past we have asked ladies to bring items for a drawing at the luncheon. We will
not have that event as part of the program this vear.

Have you invited your children tojoin us? Thave! Have you made your hotel
reservation? [have! My fondest wish is that T will see all of you as we gather for a grand
and glorious intergenerational final reunion. If you are not able to join us may the Lord
bless and keep you in his care'.

In the bond of the 96"

Q%ﬁf«ﬂi&um%@/{_

Glendoris Cole, President
96" Infantry Division Association Auxiliary
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1958 S1. Louis, MO
1959 Chicago, I

1960 Kansas City, MO
1961 Detoit, Mi

1962 Dallas, TX

1963 Little Rock, AR
1964 Portland, OR
1965 Minneapolis, MN
1966 Indianapolis, IN
1967 Omaha, NE
1968 Chicago, IL
1969 Des Moines, fA
1970 Detroit, Ml

1971 Denver, CO
1972 New Orleans, LA
1973 Peoria, IL

1974 Indianapolis, IN
1975 Kansas City, KS
1976 F1. Worth, TX
1977 Cincinnati, OH
1978 New Orleans, LA
1979 Denver, CO
1980 Springfield, IL
1981 Milwaukee, WI
1982 Dearborn, Ml
1983 Houston, TX
1984 S1.Paul, MN
1985 Oklahoma City, OK
1986 Fresno, CA

1987 Memphis, TN
1988 Peoria, IL

1989 Rapid City, SO
1990 Omaha, NE
1991 Spokane, WA
1992 Louisville, KY
1993 Sparks, NV
1994 Hot Springs, AR
1995 Lubbock, TX
1996 Des Moines, |A
1997 S1. Louis, MO
1998 F1. Mitchell, KY
1999 Denver, CO
2000 Salt Lake City, IT
2001 Omaha, NE
2002 Kansas City, MO
2003 Tulsa, OK

2004 Salt Lake City, UT
2005 Washington D.C.

REMINISCINGI!! !

N umber

over

over
about
about

103
223
264
250
200
200
150
330
364
351
551
345
434
376
426
526
433
482
462
449
398
432
533
487
476
376
501
549
428
607
622
632
660
511
670
519
645
416
517
550
416
407
322
407
309
273
226

President

Minor Butler
Minor Butler
Hubert Hoffman
Morris Roberts
Willard"Hoss"Mitchell
Jack Fisher
Patrick McDermott
Alex Marcus
Robert Huff

Peter Pohl

Paul Bauer
Robert Fitzpatrick
Henry White
Edward Dunning, Jr.
Joe Fritz

Iden Johnson
James Breece
Edmund Biggs
Cyril Dean Sterner
Tyson Shelton
Douglas Burton
Atwell Champion
Fred Weeks
Glenn Hamilton
Russell Watts
Ernest Qualls
Harm Alberts
Virgil Below
Louis DelLuca
Anthony Pavell
Donald Foster
Tom Roby

James Warren
James Knight
Joseph Garabedian
Robert Siefert
Robert Schmidt
Louis Canedo
Glenn Amonett
Don Dencker
John Elliot
Richard Haglund
Glyn Hollingsworth
James Causey
Ernest Malkewitz
Robert Cronshey
Edwin Wright
George Rastall

Disti01!Uished Deadeve(s)

Minor Butler
Richard Klassen
Ed Dakan
Edmund Biggs
Harold Roetker
Alex Markus
LeRoy Collins, Jr.
James Breece
Paul Bauer
Harold Strand
Sam Benson
Dean Sterner
Peter Pohl

Victor Barth
Henry White
Willard Mitchell
Glenn Hamilton
Elmer Stuckemeyer
Virgil Below
Anthony Skaronea
William Broschke
Russell Watts
Douglas Burton
Glyn Hollingsworth
Stanley Smith
George Buittell
Donald Foster
Hubert Hoffman
Tyson Shelton
Louis DelLuca
Joe Fritz

Robert Schmidt
Robert Siefert
Iden Johnson
Tom Roby

James Knight & Donald Dencker
Robert Huff & Steve Melnyk

Richard Haglund & George McMahan
Joseph Garabedian & James Warren
E.Jay Thompson & Louis Canedo

Tom Roby



96" INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
ACTIVITY REGISTRATION FORM
Listed below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion. Please enter how many people will be participating in each event and total
the amount. Send that amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. inthe form of check or money order (no credit cards or phone
reservations accepted). Your cancelled check will serve as your confirmation. All registration forms and payments must be received by mail on
or before June 24, 2005. After that date, reservations will be accepted on a space available basis. We suggest you make a copy of this form
before mailing.

Anned Forces Reunions, Inc. OFFICE USE ONLY

322 Madison Mews Check # Date Received _

Norfolk, VA 23510 Inputted Nametag Completed

ATTN: 96" INFANTRY DIVISION

Price # of
CUT-OFF DATE IS 6/24/05 Per People Total
TOURS
Tuesday: Shear Madness Theater $54 $
Wednesday: Washington DC City Tour $25 $
Wednesday: Spirit of WashinQton Dinner Cruise $88 $
Thursday: WWII Memorial Tour $25 $
Friday: Arlington National Cemetery Tour $31 $
HOTEL FUNCTIONS
Friday: Ladies Auxiliary Luncheon - $11 $
Friday: Beer Bust $6 $
Saturday: Banquet (Please select your entree):
Prime Rib $35 $
Chicken ChampaQne $30 $
Saturday BanQuet children's plate (12and under) -Chicken fingers and French fries $12 $
MANDATORY REGISTRATION FEE PER PERSON
$5 $

Total Amount Payable to Anned Forces Reunions Inc. $

Please do not staple or tape your payment to this form.
PLEASE PRINT:
NAME (for nametags)

REGIMENT COMPANY BATIERY OTHER
SPOUSE NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS

GUEST NAMES
STREET ADDRESS
CITY, ST, ZIP

PH. NUMBER ( _  FIRST 96" INFANTRY DIVISION REUNION ATIENDED? YES]

MUST YOU BE LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED IN YOUR WHEELCHAIR IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN BUS
TRIPS? O YES O NO (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY).

DISABILITY/DIETARY RESTRICTIONS

EMERGENCY CONTACT PH. NUMBER (=

ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE

For refunds and cancellations please refer to our policies outlined at the bottom of the reunion program. CANCELLATIONS  WILL

ONLY BE TAKEN MONDAY-FRIDAY  9:00am-5:00pm  EASTERN TIME (excluding holidays). Call (157)625-6401to cancel
rp.Iminn ~Mivitip." ~nrl nht~in vnllr r.~nr.p.llI~tinnr.nrip.



2:00pm
7:00pm

TBD
8:00am
9:00am
2:30pm
6:00pm

7:00am
8:00am
9:00am
10:00am
11:30am

1:30pm
4:00pm
8:00pm

7:30am
11:30am
12:30pm
1:30pm
3:00pm
5:30pm

8:00pm

8:00am
8:30am
11:00am
11:30am
12:00pm
3:00pm
4:00pm
5:30pm
5:30am
6:30pm

7:00pm
10:30pm

8:30am
12:00pm
5:30pm
10:45pm

8:00am
11:00am
11:00am
8:00pm
1:00pm

4:30pm
8:00pm
11:00pm

11:30am
8:00pm
2:30pm
4:30pm
5:30pm
6:00pm

11:00pm

10:30am
10:30am
12:00pm
12:30pm
4:00pm
5:30pm
5:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
8:00pm

96" INFANTRY DIVISION - 48th ANNUAL REUNION
JUL Y 26 -31, 2005
SHERATON NA TIONAL HOTEL, ARLINGTON, VA

Tuesday, July 26

Reunion Registration open
SHEAR MADNESS THEATER (description follows)
Evening and dinner on your own
Wednesday. July 27
R & R Room (USO Room) Hours will be posted at the reunion.
Reunion Registration open
WASHINGTON, D.C. CITY TOUR (description follows)
Reunion Registration open
SPIRIT OF WASHINGTON DINNER CRUISE (description follows)
Thursday, July 28
Reunion Registration open
Executive Committee Meeting
Ladies Business Meeting
History Room open
ASTP Luncheon - For information see announcement on "Notice
Page"
WWII MEMORIAL TOUR (description follows)
Reunion Registration open
Reunion Kick-Off Party
Eriday. July 29
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY TOUR (description follows)
History Room open
Ladies Auxiliary Luncheon
General Session
Reunion Registration open
Banquet Seating Assignments collected at the Reunion
Registration Desk
Beer Bust and Dance
Saturday, July 30
Individual photos taken
Deadeye Association Board of Directors Meeting
Memorial Service
Reunion Registration open
History Room open
Individual photos taken
Catholic Mass
Social Hour with Cash Bar. Doors to Banquet open at 6pm.
Group Photos taken during Social Hour
Banquet dinner.

Sunday, July 31

Farewells and departures
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off" INFANTRY DIVISION - 48th ANNUAL REUNION
TOUR DESCRIPTIONS

SHEAR MADNESS AT THE KENNEDY CENTER
Tuesday, July 26

The Kennedy Center is home to the entertaining show, Shear Madness, Washington's hilarious whodunit murder mystery.
Someone's been killed in the apartment above a Georgetown hairstyling salon, and the police haven't got a clue... take a
stab at catching the killer. It's a riotous, improvisational plot with topical humor where you spot the clues, you question
the suspects, and you solve the crime! The ending is different every night so you'll never see the same show twice. If DC
critic Arch Campbell says Shear Madness is "the most fun he ever had at the Kennedy Center," you are guaranteed to
have a great time!
Note: The dress code is casual. Amphitheatre-style seating inthe Theatre Lab and a cash bar will be available.

7:00pm board bus, 10:30pm back at the hotel

$54/Person includes bus, escort, and show.

CITY TOUR
Wednesday, July 27
See the sites of our nation's capital during a driving tour of Washington, D.C. Ride by the Lincoln Memorial, Jefferson
Memorial, the Mall, Capitol Building, Washington Monument, White House, and other notable monuments and federal
buildings.
9:00am board bus, 12:00pm back at the hotel
$25/Person includes bus and guide.

SPIRIT OF WASHINGTON DINNER CRUISE
Wednesday, July 27

Relax on one of the three fully enclosed, climate-controlled decks of the Spirit of Washington while you cruise the historic
water of the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia. Your captain will point out landmarks - the Washington
Monument, Ft. McNair, Washington National Airport, General's Row, and Old Towne Alexandria. After dinner and the live
show, you can either dance or enjoy the evening on the outdoor decks.

6:00pm board bus, 10:45pm back at the hotel

$88/Person includes bus, escort, and dinner cruise. Gratuity not included.

WWII MEMORIAL

Thursday, July 28
The National World War Il Memorial is the first national memorial dedicated to all who served during World War Il. The
Memorial, which was established by the American Battle Monuments Commission, will honor all military veterans of the
war, the citizens on the home front, the nation at large, and high moral purpose and idealism that motivated the nation's
call to arms. The Second World War will be the only 20" century event commemorated on the Mall's central axis.

1:30pm board bus, 4:30pm back at the hotel
$25/Person includes bus and escort.

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY
Friday, July 29
Almost four million people visit the Arlington National Cemetery annually. For some, it is an opportunity to walk among
the headstones that chronicle American history; for many, it is an opportunity to remember and honor the nation's war
heroes. Aboard the TourMobiles, tour members will briefly visit the Kennedy gravesite and the eternal flame, then drive
by the graves of Brig.Gen.Easley and Col. May, both killed in action on Okinawa. We then proceed to the 96™ Infantry
Division Monument and Memorial Tree where we will have a wreath-laying and ceremony at 9am. Then the TourMobiles
will take the tour to the Tomb of the Unknowns for a wreath-laying ceremony at 10:15 a.m. We then reboard the
TourMobiles and pass by the graves of Col. Halloran and the home of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee, returning to the
Visitor Center by 1lam
7:30am board bus, 11:30pm back at hotel
$31/Person includes bus, escort, and admission.

Tour members will receive aticket that will be needed to ride our chartered TourMobiles.

Driver and Guide gratuities are not included in the tour prices.
Please plan to be at the bus boarding area at least five minutes prior to the scheduled time.
All tours require a minimum of thirty people.

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC.
For attendees canceling reunion activities prior to the cut-off date, Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. (AFR) shall process a full refund less the non-refundable AFR registration fee
($5 per person). Attendees canceling reunion activities after the cut-off date will be refunded to the fullest extent that AFR's vendor commitments and guarantees will allow,
less the non-refundable $5 AFR registration fee. Cancellations  will only be taken Monday through Friday from 9:00am until 5:00pm Eastern Standard Time, excluding

holidays. Please call (757) 625-6401 to cancel reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code. Canceling your hotel reservation does not cancel your reunion activities.
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SHERATON NA T10NAL HOTEL
(703) 521-1900 OR (800) 325-3535

The Sheraton National Hotel is located at 900 S Orme Street, Arlington, VA 22204. Call the hotel directly for accurate driving
directions. The hotel is on high elevation overlooking many Washington, D.C. famous landmarks and is just blocks from the
Metro, The Pentagon, Ft. Myer, and Arlington Cemetery. Downtown Washington, The Kennedy Center, Crystal City, and the
National Airport are just five minutes away. Complimentary shuttle van service departs every 30 minutes to and from Washington
National Airport, Metro at The Pentagon, and Pentagon City Fashion Center. A pharmacy is conveniently located five blocks from
the hotel. The hotel has eleven handicapped accessible rooms along with many non-smoking rooms, which are based on
availability. Please request these special accommodations when making your reservation. We recommend that you reconfirm
these special requests before arriving at the hotel. The Sheraton National has 408 deluxe guest rooms with individual dimate
controls; color TV with in-room movies, and video check-out. Rooms offer in-room coffee makers, hair dryers, and ironslironing
boards. Guests can enjoy a rooftop indoor swimming pool (please check with the front desk for the hours of operation), sundeck
(during the summer season), and an exercise room. The exercise room features Stairmaster, LifeCyde, and weight resistance
equipment. Parking is complimentary for overnight and day parking. There are 390 parking spaces available with a six-foot
ceiling height. Oversize vehicles or RVs can park in the hotel's satellite parking lot across the street from the hotel. Check-in time
is 3:00pm; check-out is 12:00 noon. Potomac Restaurant is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner for snacks and full course
dinners. Potomac Lounge, inthe Atrium lobby, serves regular cafe menu. Room service is available.

Complimentary shuttle van service departs every 30 minutes from 6:00am - 11:30pm to and from Washington-Reagan National
Airport. Go to the Ground Transportation area of the airport to catch the shuttle. SuperShutlle offers transportation from Dulles
Intemational Airport and BaltimorelWashington International Airport. More information will be communicated later.

The hotel does have the space to park RVs, but if you require RV hook-ups please contact Harmony Place located on Rt. 1,
Richmond Road, which is about 8 miles from the hotel. Call (703) 360-4460 for information, reservations, and directions. There
are no campgrounds in Arlington County.

Should you require a wheelchair Apria Health Care rents standard wheelchairs. Please call (703) 642-3141 for information and to
make any reservations. Also ScootAround rents wheelchairs, please call (888) 441-7575 for more information and to make
reservations.

Vendors, Schedules, and Prices are subject to change.

CUT HERE AND MAIL TO HOTEL
96" INFANTRY DIVISION - HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

REUNION DATES: JULY 25-AUGUST 1, 2005

NAME_ _ e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e M e M e M Y M M M M M M M M M
ADDRESS ZIP _
EMAIL ADDRESS (if available) TELEPHONE # (

ARRIVAL DATE TIME AM/PM DEP. DATE _
NUMBER OF ROOMS NEEDED _ NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN EACH ROOM _
SPECIAL REQUESTS: Wheelchair accessible room Nonsmoking room Smoking room

King Bed Two Double Beds Bed types are not guaranteed
RATE: $89 (single/double) + tax (currently 10.25%)

CUT OFF DATE: 6/24/05. Reservations received after this date will be processed on a space available basis, at the prevailing
public rate.

CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit is refundable if reservation is canceled 24 hrs. in advance of arrival date. Record your
cancellation number. Call (703) 521-1900.

GUARANTEE: Reservations must be guaranteed by credit card or first night's deposit, endosed.
MC _VISA AM. EXPRESS CARTE BLANCHE/DINERS DISCOVER__

CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE (regardless of payment method)
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SPECIAT, ANNOUNCEMENT

Your Reunion Committee 1s working with CLASSIC REUNIONS
to create memories at your upcoming reunion. Together from, our portraits,
your candids and submitted photos, a Color Reunion Memory Book will be created.

FOR: 96TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOC. REUNION

HERE: SHERATON NATIONAL HOTEL, ARLINGTON, VA'%

/,\ WHEN: JULY 30TH. 2005 at 8:00 A.M. /\\

There is go charge gr ghlipgtion to have your portrait taken

by our photographer.  Make sure you are included the Reunion Memory Book!!

Eor those Members Attending
Please fill out the form below and bring it with you to the camera on the porirait date shown above.
You can purchase a COLOR Reunion Memory Book for $24.00 (includes tax & shipping) the evening of the
banquet or when you receive your portrait previews order form,

L You are Unable to Attend

You can still enjoy the Reunion with a copy of the Reunion Memory Book. Simply fill out the form below, enclose
payment of $24.00 (includes tax & shipping) and mail to the address shown. The Memory book will be sent to
you in approximately eight to twelve weeks afier the reunion.

REMOVE HERE AND GIVE TO PHOTOGRAPHER  IF ATTENDING, MAN. YOUR ORDER IF UNABLE TOATTEN D

I Would Like to Order _ Reunion Memory Book(s). {Make checklM(Q  payable to; CLASSIC  REUNIONS)
Total Amount Enclosed -% Mame of Reunion: $8TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
Member MName: --h-ret—PL-E-A-SE-P-R-IN-T-—La-&t---- Spouse  (if in picture)olaligto e
Address: Aptd: __ Phone { _
Cit}'i = ‘ _ State: e le F =
[ﬂSSiﬂ . CreatingRe~~ill~Menwries  Since 1963
% 2515 Tth Ave Greeley, Colorado B80631-8447
Cﬂ EUNIONS Phone: (800) 334-6388  Fax: (970) 352-6346
E-Mail: CLAREUNTION@2.AOL.COM
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Honor the Inen
of the
96" Infantry Division

Here's your opportunity.

The men of the 96" Infantry helped to change the course of history. Their dedication and
sense of duty made the world a better place and they are leaving a legacy of freedom for
generations to come.

Now, on the occasion of the last official reunion of the Division, it's time to let these very
special men know how we feel about them. To take time to say the words that need to be
said or to remember those special stories that say so much about the character of these
fine men who gave so much for us all.

Here's what you can do.

The 96™ Infantry Division is planning the last issue of the Deadeye Dispatch. This will
be a commemorative edition featuring selected letters of appreciation and photos/stories
about the men of the 96" Families and friends of Deadeyes are invited to submit letters,
photos and articles that will put your feelings of pride on paper for members
of the 96" Infantry Division to treasure forever.

Here's how to do it.

If you, your children, grandchildren or friends would like to write a briefletter or story
that expresses your pride in your Deadeye and the honor that you'd like to extend to hio,
put it on paper and send it to the Deadeye Dispatch. Please make sure to identify yourself

and provide your telephone number with the material you submit.

Mail to:
Deadeye Dispatch

1284 McKusick Road Lane North
Stillwater, MN 55082

Letters, stories, photos are due bv September 15, 2005,

Items cannot be returned, so please be sure to keep your originals and send copies only.
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cOJtIBAT SOLDIERS, WWII, 2005, fOCUS ON THE FUTURE' .

By Jim Causeyt';\.,;;;::"J-"
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WASHINGTON DC REUNION'S
PLANNING MEETING

\VORLD WAR Il . MEMORIAL

LORI SHEPARD - Our Service

Repncsentative  at the Sheraton
With Bob Siefcli, Ann Moroz and Harriet Nicbols

TRANSITION COM-~IITTEE
FRONT ROW,; John Holt, Jim Causey, Ernie _
Malkewitz, & Bob Croilshey. BACK ROW:
Tom Roh~, Bob Siefert, Ph~Ilis & Bob Schmidt
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WASHINGTON DC REUNION'S
PLANNING :MEETING - CONTINUED

AROIH,'DTABLE STARTING ON THE LEFT
Pat Causey, Douglas Burton, Thelma Burton,
Jerry Foster, Clara Bell Knight, Jim

Knight, Don Foster, Donna Foster, Barbara
Holt, John Holt & Jim Causey_

AROUND TABLE STARTING ON THE LEFT
PhyHis Schmidt, George RastaH, Bob Siefeli
Bob Cronshey, Ernie Malkewitz, Steve Melnyk,
Theresa Melnyk, Bob Schmidt & Tom Roby

AROIIND TABLE STARTING ON THE LEFT
Carole Wargo, Glendoris Cole, Ann Moroz
Mary Eleanor Wood Smith, Harriet Nichols



AN

* \(lashington D. C. is home to many wonderful
monuments, museums, historical sites, as well as
cultural attractions. Your reunion planners
selected fiye attractions that seemed most
appropriate to include in our reunion program.
Howeyer, with so much to see in our capital
area most likely many of you will take advantage
of the opportunity to visit more attractions
during your free time. For your convenience we
have listed below the sites conveniently located
in the capitol complex area and easy to get to
from our hotel via the metrorail system. The
Hotel provides complementary shuttle service
to the nearest metrQOrail station for its guests.
111ehotel's guest services will also provide you
with further information on D. C. attractions
and the metrorail system.

e Arlington Cemetery
Arlington, VA. Open daily October-March 8 a.m. to 5
p.m.; April - September 8 a.m. to 7 p. m. Changing
of the Guard at tlle Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
every half-hour April - October; every hour
November-  March.

703-607-8000 *Www.arlingtoncemetary.org
M: Arlington Cemetery D

e Bureau of Printing and Engraving
14" and C Streets, S. W. Tour tickets distributed at 8
a.m. weekdays on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Admission is free. Times vary by season.

202-874- 2330 * -w\ .mo-1J~yfactor.ylcorn
M: Smithsonian D

 Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
Potomac \\Taterfront, N.W. Tours are given weekdays
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekends 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. j\11
tours are free of charge.
202-416-8340  * www.lg~nn.~Y-=~~Jlt.eJ:.QJ.g.
M: Foggy Bottom D

* U. S. Capitol
Free tickets are distributed on a first - come, first -
serve basis at 9 a.m., Monday through Saturday at the
kiosk on the Southwest lawn of the Capitol.
202-225-6827  * www.a0C.qov.
M: Capitol South or Union Station D
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INVITATION TO THE NATION'S CAPITAL

* U.S. Supreme Court

1% Street and Maryland Avenue, N.E. Open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Public lectures in the
Courtroom every hour on the half - hour 9:30 am. -
3:30 p.m., except when Court is in session. (The Court
is usually riot in session July - September.) Admission
is free.

202-479-3211 ¥ www.supremecourtus.gov
M: Capitol South or Union Station

* White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. Tour
arrangements, which have strict guidelines and
procedures, must be made through a Congressional
office. The White House Visitor's Center is open to
the public seven days a week 7:30 a.m. until 4 p.m.
It is located on the comer of 15" and E Streets, N.
W.

202-456-7047 * www.w.hil-ou~.gov

M: Mc Pherson Square D

e Monuments and Memorials
Open daily, except December 25"
Staffed 8 a.m. to midnight.

202-426-6841 * wwwnpsgov D

National World War Il Memorial

On 17 Street, between Independence and Constitution
Avenues.

M: Smithsonian

Thomas Jefferson Memorial

South bank of Tidal Basin, S.W. Paddle boats available
for rent from the Swan Boathouse.

M: Smithsonian

Korean War Veterans Memorial

West end of National Mall, south of the reflecting pool,
at the foot of the Lincoln Memorial.

M: Foggy Bottom or Smithsonian



AN INVITATION TO THE NATION'S CAPITAL - CONT.

e Monuments and Memorials
Lincoln Memorial
"Vest end of OJationall\lall
M: Foggy Bottom or Smithsonian

Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial
West side of the Tidal Basin
M: Smithsonian

Vietnam Veterans Memorial

West end of the National Mall, north of the
reflecting pool, at the foot of the Lincoln Memorial
M: Foggy Bottom or Smithsonian

Monument
closed

\Vashington
Temporarily

» Smithsonian Institution
The fo]lowinQ museums are open daily 10 am. to
530 p.m but~may have extended hours during the
summer  Admission s free.
~()2-357-2700  * \\>wsi.edu/visit D

Arthur i\l. Sackler Gallery
10" Street and Independence
{: Smithsonian

Avenue, S W

Arts and [ndustries Building

9" Street and Jefferson Drive, S W
NI: Smithsonian

Freer Gallerv of Art

12" Street and Jefferson Drive S W

*1: Smithsonian

Hirshhorn Museum & Sculpture Garden
Independence  Avenue at i" Street, S W
M: L ‘Enfant Plaza

National Air and Space Museum
7" Street & Independence  Ave SW
M: L 'Enfant Plaza

National Museum of African Art
9" Street & Independence  Ave SW
\1: Smithsonian
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~ational Museum of American Art
9” and G Streets, N W
2\L: Gallery Place

~ational Museum of American History
14" Street & Constitution ~ Ave. N. W
M: Federal Triangle

~ational Museum of the American Indian
Jip Street & Independence  Ave SW

~VI:L 'Enfant Plaza

1\"ational Museum of Natural History
Constitution ~ Ave. at 10" Street, N.W.
\1: Archives - -\avy Memorial

National Port,-ait Gallery
8" and F Streets, "\. W
M: Gallery Place

Renwick Gallerv
Ji" SI & Penns;:IVania  Ave,
M: Farragut West

Y W

Xk ok k ok ok ok ok ok k ok k kk ok ok Kk kK kkkok ok kok ok K

Pre-arranged
in advance through your local congressmall's
All information subject to change

D: Facilities for disabled persons available
~VI:Nearest Ivletro station

tours for groups and individuals visits
to some of the more popular sites maybe scheduled



Due to a Publishers Clearance, the Author, Don Dencker has for sale copies of Lave Company

for $12.50, postage paid. In this 355 page book there are 100 photographs, maps, drawings

and documents. (The regular retail price of Love Company is $19.95.) Royalties from the sale
of this book go to the 96 Infantry Oivision Association. To purchase Lovc C.ompanv, scnd a

$12.50 check made out to:
Donald Dencker

1375 Musket Ridge Drive

Sun Prairie, WI 53590-3436
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60™ ANNIVERSARY BATTLE OF OKINAWA TOUR
June 17 through June 24, 2005

Association Historian, Don Dencker, Company L, 382"dInfantry, 96" Infantry Division
will lead a 60" Anniversary of the Battle of Okinawa Tour oriented towards Army
action during the Battle. Special emphasis will be directed towards sites of interest to
Deadeye veterans, family and friends. The tour includes round trip air transportation
from San Francisco, baggage handling and transfer, hotel accommodations on
Okinawa, private sightseeing coach, entrance fees and breakfasts every day for $2,500
per person.

Don led highly successful tours to Okinawa in 1995,2000,2001,2002 and 2004. Places
the tour will visit include all major battlefield sites such as; Kakazu Ridge, Tombstone
Ridge, Hacksaw Ridge and Needle Rock, Dick Hill, Conical Hill, Yaeju Dake (Big
Apple) escarpment and Yoza Dake escarpment.

The tour will also visit the Brig. Gen. Claudius Easley and Col. May Monuments at the
Gen. Buckner site, attend ceremonies at the Torii Station Army Base, and visit the
Cornerstone of Peace Monument were the names of all who died during the battle of
Okinawa are inscribed; including 14,005 killed from the United States. It is expected
that there will be other 60™ Anniversary events as yet unannounced.

Once described as a 'ghastly corner of Hell' Okinawa today is a delightfully colorful,
safe and friendly place to visit. You will be amazed at the changes that have taken place
since 1945.

This tour isorganized by Valor Tours, Ltd. Who have conducted battlefield tours since
1977. For a brochure with details of the 2005 Okinawa Battle Tour, call or write to:
Valor Tours, Ltd.

10 Liberty Ship Way, Sausalito, CA 94965
1-800-842-4504
_Or_

Don Dencker
1375 Musket Ridge Drive, Sun Prairie, WI 53590
1-608-837-7479

If you want to go on this last Okinawa Battle Tour, arrangements should be made
with Valor Tours by May 23, 2005 to be assured of airline seating.

The 96" Infantry Division Association is not involved with this tour.



96™ INFANTRY DIVISION
OKINA WA BATTLE EXHIBIT
ELDRED WORLD WAR IIMUSEUM & LEARNING CENTER
ELDRED, PENNSYLVANIA - FEBRUARY 2005

GENERAL VIEW OF INITIAL PART OF OKINAWA EXHIBIT

GENERAL VIEW OF LAST PART OF OKINAWA EXHIBIT
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60" ANNIVERSARY OF
LEYTE LANDING TOUR
OCTOBER 2004

96™ INFANTRY DIVISION

VETERANS MEMORIAL
PARK ON HILL 120,

BLUE BEACH 1,LEYTE

96™ INFANTRY DIVISION
MEMORIAL LIBRARY AT
TABONTABON,LEYTE

A LEYTE RURAL SCENE,
NOT MUCH HAS CHANGED
IN 60 YEARS
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96™ INFANTRY DIVISION LEYTE BATTLE HERITAGE EXHIBIT
At U. S. Army 96" Reserve Readiness Command Headquarters Building
Fort Douglas, Salt Lake City, Utah February 2005

Exhibit Starts with Pacific War Zone Map and Proceeds Down a Long Hallway

96t Infantry Division Journey from Pear) Harbor, Hawaii to the Leyte Landing
20 October 1944
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Part of the Exhibit Detailing the 46 Ship Convoy the Carried the Division
and Units Attached for the Landing to Leyte Island, Philippines

Map Detailing the Advance of Each Infantry Battalion
to Secure Our Assigned Leyte Beachhead, 21-30 October, 1944
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96™ INFANTRY DIVISION HERITAGE FUND APPEAL

It has been decided to have one more Heritage Fund appeal to continue our effort
preserve the magnificent World War Il Heritage of the 96"Infantry Division. The
Officers and Executive Committee of the 96" Infantry Division Association hope that
you will help preserve our cherished Heritage by contributing to the 96" Infantry
Division Heritage Fund. This additional appeal will broaden our effort to additional
locations, such as the Fort Lewis Military Museum. The 96™ Infantry Division was
based at Fort Lewis, Washington for part of 1943.

To date we have established an Okinawa Battle Heritage Exhibit at the Fort Douglas
Military Museum in Salt Lake City, Utah and a Leyte Battle Heritage Exhibit is now
complete inthe Headquarters Building ofthe 96" Regional Readiness Command at Fort
Douglas. A Heritage Exhibit is now being prepared for the Fort Lewis Military Museum
and Heritage Exhibits have been established at 96" Regional Readiness Command
locations in Colorado and Wyoming.

In addition 96" Infantry Division Heritage exhibits have been presented to Military
Museums at Camp San Luis Obispo, California and at White City, Oregon, the location
of Camp White. The Fort Lewis Military Museum Exhibit will hopefully to be funded
by additional contributions.

| wish to express my sincere thanks to all who have contributed over $15,250 to our
Heritage Fund in the past and to all who contribute to this supplementary appeal.

Donald Decker
Association Historian

Please Send Your Contribution to: Robert Schmidt, Treasurer
96" Infantry Division Association
1284 McKusick Road, Lane N
Stillwater, MN 55082-4162

96" Infantry Division Heritage Fund Contribution:

Name Unit Amount

Address City State Zip
Make Check to: 96® Infantry Division Association With Notation: Heritage Fund
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NOTICES

The Buckeye (Ohio) Chapter of the 96" Infantry Division Association will hold their 2005
Reunion Saturday, May 14,2005 atthe Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City, OH. All
Deadeyes and attachment units are welcome. For information contact Russell Watts - 5107
Sassafras Rd., Columbus, OH 43229-5259 or James Knight ~ 6023 Landings Pond Pl., Grove
City, OH 43123-9444, telephone 1-614-801-1775.

The Pacific Northwest Chapter of the 96" Infantry Division Association will hold its annual
meeting on Sunday, June 5,2005 at the Monmouth Oregon Senior Center, 180 So. Warren St.,
Monmouth, Oregon. Arrival and sign-in time, 9:00 - 10:00 AM. Special activities for early
arrivals will be held Saturday afternoon and evening, June 4" (Details will be found in the
Spring Newsletter and Spring Deadeye Dispatch.) Planning is in progress, your suggestions are
welcome. For more information please contact Richard (Dick) Haglund, 1504 Euclid,
Steilacoom, WA 98388-3310, Telephone (253) 588-8310 or John Pfaff, 20 So. 4"
Independence, OR 97531, Telephone (503) 838-1854.

ASTP REUNION LUNCHEON

WHERE: Sheraton National Hotel, Arlington, Virginia
Room to be announced
WHEN: Thursday, July 28,2005

TIME: 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
WHA.T: A Time To Rehash Old Memories

MENU: Soup, Sandwich, Desert & Beverage
COST: $17.50 inclusive. Send your check made out to:
Arden Pridgeon
721 Grant S1.
S1.Joseph, MI49085-3335
Telephone:  (269) 429-0450

E-mail: ypridliiliuno.com

ATTENTION: We have to give the Hotel a guarantee number of those attending by Tuesday
noon. Please get your reservations in before Arden leaves for the reunion on July 25

Keep your name current on the contact list with your change of address and info on yourself to
Arden to the address above.

See you there!
Ernest Malkewitz
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"This isa ugly,

Pic. ThomasF. Vaughan

Size 9D boots finally identify
by Ed Dakan  B-381

7he Baltle /-o//Okinauxz coet Com

pany B 0/- the 381-6t In/-an.il7.y 51

KIA, each a iJ7..ag.edyto//.. ~ oldl

/-anU.ly, yd a heJ7.o who helped

chang.e ~to/l..y

Back in the summer of 1944 Thonas Frank-
lin Vaughan, called "T.F." for short, was 28
years old and settled down with a wife and
three kids. He labored in the production of
fruits and vegetables for a conglonerate-style
conpany out of Ventura, California.

Besides, T.F. and wife, Stella,
cafe which they worked night and day.

Al in all, for T.F. and his famly the
home front was a pretty good place to sweat out
the duration of the war. Those horrid events

owned a

were far removed by oceans on either side; out
of sight and alnost out of mind, but only for
a nonent.

The Vaughan's contented world turned up-
side down in a field of cabbage when a dustup

over working conditions left him jobless. No
as an essenti al

I onger did he have defernent
farm worker. Selective Service got the word
and took T.F. away in a blink.

Wth few prelims the system hustled him

horsing around in

a unidentified
draftee (wcap), Thomas F.
Vaughan (right), and Frank
Rodrigues (stretched out
and wary) killed time in
their off-hours of Arny
life. Vaughan and many of
his barracksmates conplet-
ed their 17-weeks of basic
training at Canp Roberts
then sailed for a unannounced
destination which turned

Just
this snap,

out to be Ckinawa, a place
close to hell on earth.
Their arrival bolstered

the 96th Infantry Division
which was practically fought
out. Nowi se could anybody

i mgi ne the awful days and
nights directly ahead.

ugly war ....

Stella and T.F. Vaughan circa 1944. He was
drafted in Cctober and by May ‘45 was fight-
ing against the Japanese on Ckinawa where
he was killed.

off to Canp Edwards, California, for induct-
ion, then on to Canp Roberts, a Replacenent
Training Center - Arny. The 17-weeks period of
basic training functioned like clockwork to
transform a civilian into a infantrynan.

(Continued next page)
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"This is a ugly, ugly war eeee” (Continued)

For T.F. there was a letup when his little
daughter Brenda, just 2!, became sick and died.
The Arny granted him leave for the funeral,
then back to the grind.

None of T.F. 's letters
From the start there were no conplaints,
even when he shipped out. A ways after
greeting, "To ny darling sweet wife", he would
share whatever he was allowed to say about the
goings-on, small talk or nonsense. One of his
funny stories happened during the long haul on
the way to Saipan. T.F. and his traveling com
panions listened to an announcement on the
ship's bullhorn, "...this comng Sunday there
to go with it."

not
the

will be a fish fry and beer
Too good to be true for during the night the
dateline was crossed. Sunday didn't happen.
There was no fish, also no beer.

T.F. never failed to close with, "How are
you? | am fine. Don't worry about ne. | love
you forever and ever."

Sai pan was a gathering place before the
move up to Ckinawa. Still several hundreds of

mles away from that godforsaken island the
reports were grim and sobering. Al news was
bad news. The four Arny divisions in the XXV

Corps were hurting from the desperate fighting
through the nonth of April. Wrst of all the
96th Infantry Division was used up and worn to
a frazzle.

By early May a convoy of troop transports
was of f-1oading thousands of replacements onto
the same Hagushi beach where the assault waves
had come in. The shooting war had nmoved south-

6 June,

reveal ed uneasiness.

2q

ward into the hills just over the horizon. R -
fleman T.F. Vaughan took time-out to wite a
letter to his fanily back honme. Seenming to be
surprised, he wondered, "...they say there are
a lot of Japs on this island, but | haven't
seen any yet."

From anong the 4,000 replacenents which
were parceled out to the 96th Infantry Division,

the lot of 125 greenhorns, including Vaughan,
was cast with Conpany B of the 38/st Infantry.
The idea was to rebuild the conpany into a sem

bl ance of its former trim by blending the new
into the old. To start with there was patroling
behind the lines, then within a few days the
conpany would be back in the fight.

Wien T.F. 's letters stopped coming Stella
guessed that he might be too busy like he said,
"I amon the front-line and may not be able to
wite for a long tine." That sane letter was

appended, "l can't tell you. This ia a ugly,
ugly war "

In the latter two weeks of May the war was
swanped by dreadful weather. Rain and nore rain,

there were no gains to speak of by the troops
sloshing in ankle-deep nud. Around 30 May the
rains ended and the ground began to dry out.

Again, tine to go take another hill.

Nearest the Big Apple was the 38Ist Inf-
antry. The obstacle that faced them was a V-shap-
ed ridge, open to the north and anchored on two
rocky plateaus. Yaeju-Dake on the left and
Yuza-Dake on the right.

(Continued next page)

COWPANY B, 381st Infantry

The 381st Infantry was
the first to launch an
assault on the Yaeju-Dake
hill mass known as "Big
Appl e" because of its
shape~ Together with
Yuza- Dake the two es-
carpnents formed a great

wal | across the southern
end of the island. The
hi ghest point on this

4-mle long cliff was
Yaej u- Dake Peak which
rose 290 feet above the
valley floor. Here the
Japs chose to nake their
last stand after a sur-
prise wthdrawal from
Shuri. Conpany B came up
against the eneny's de-
fense ~here automatic
weapons were enpl aced.



‘This is a ugly, ugly war ... (Continued)

On the morning of 6 June the 1st Battalion
commander, Mj. Virgil H Thonpson, | eapfrogged
his conpanies through Yunagusku and sent Com
pany B, under Capt. John E Byers, forward to
test the escarpnent wall at Yaeju-Dake. Three
squad-sized patrols crept through bands of fire
from machine guns, sone of which were so far
inside caves that they could not be knocked out
with grenades. After the patrols reached the
| ower of the two escarpments, the rest of the
conpany fol | owed.

Conpany C noved abreast of

and to the left

Byers' nmen. It was nidafternoon, and the first
attenpt at penetration of this largesi escarp-
ment on Ckinawa was proceeding with pronise of

success. Conpany C started across open rice
paddies at the base of the cliff, and Conpany B
clanbered up a trail leading to the interme-
diate level of the escarpnent.

The Japanese waited to open up until both
conpanies were in the belt of pre-registered
fire froman estimted 60 machine guns and 20mm
dual purpose guns.

Shel I'i
with her nother

Vaughan - Monsour, granddaughter,
Betty Vaughan, daughter of
Thomas Franklin Vaughan, cane to the 2004
DEADEYE reunion in Salt Lake Gty Uah
hoping to talk to anyone from Com-any B:
381st Infantry who may have known T.F.
Secretly and with a late start nore than
two years before, Shelli had been follow
ing up every lead pertaining to her grand-
father's service in the Arny.

30

Maj or Thonpson organized a wthdrawal and
enpl oyed 10 battalions of artillery to place
smoke shells in front of the position. Even
this was inadequate and many of the troops did
not return until after dark.

Conpany Clost 5 men killed and as many
wounded.

Conpany B withdrew as best
ualties in the conpany totalled 43, including
14 nissing. Among those missing was Ffc. Thomas
F. Vaughan who happened to be farther ahead
into the trap where death and confusion raged.
The handful of nmen who got out of there said
T.F. died while crawing for water. He was cut
down by a Jap sniper hiding in a tree.

Three others were dead also. Two returned
the following morning. Three more of the trap-
ped nen were subsequently killed by friendly or
eneny fire, and the remaining 5 stayed in eneny
territory until the norning of 14 June.

The first telegram received in the Vaughan
hone seemed to allow sone hope that T.F. might
be all right; he ,.;asmssing in action".

Stella Vaughan, in tears, explained to daugh-
ter Betty, about 7 years and son Thomas 2

years old, "They can't find daddy". The inpli-
cations of her mother's coment escaped Betty.

it could. Cas-

In her childish way she fantasized that her
daddy was |ost sonmewhere in a strange place.
One day he will be coming back. "Yes, he will!"

Nearly three nonths passed before a second
tel egram cleared up the linbo. The War Depart -
ment corrected itself with regrets and facts
that Ffc. Thomas F. Vaughan had been killed on
06 June and buried 18 June.

The letters which Stella had been send-
ing out since June were returned in a bundle
signed by Captain Byers.

The reality of T.F. 's death changed life
for his survivors. For war widow Stella the
| oss of her man brought sadness that she could
not shake. For a while she continued operating
a cafe with friends. A second marriage did not
last. At the time of her death in 1983 she had
been enployed in a dry cleaners store.

Betty grew up remenbering that her daddy
was a good man, kind of funny, who had to go
to fight to protect "our" country. "l never
had a dad - it was just me, ny nom and ny
brother", she said. Later years, though describ-
ing herself as a frustrated actress and singer,
she did perform with notable success in nany
broadway and TV productions. Her own famly
cludes three children.

Thomas, the son, never really knew his
daddy, who was replaced by a stepdad. The nis-
sing male exanple may have made him nore inde-
pendent early on. Always mechanically inclined,
that aptness led himinto the industrial re-
pai r business, Vaughan, Inc., Cerritos, Cal-
ifornia. He has two children.

in-

(Continued next page)



“This is a ugly, ugly war eeee” (Continued)

SUMVER 2003
Ventura, California

Two of the second and third generation de-
scendants of Thomas F. Vaughan, Shelli and her

Blair, were idling away a
chitchat turned wth
country song ~

teenaged daughter,
evening at home. Their
playing of a sad and sweet
radi o.

"Wy don't
grandpa Vaughan? What
die?" Blair asked.

Shell'i  choked.
knew nothing nmore

t he
t he

we know anything about (great)
was he like? How did he
Too many years gone; she
than the sorrow and hurt hav-
ing to do with the war so long ago. Even the
handed down stories had faded. In her mnd, a
real live man - the soldier who died a hero -
simply had to have his place in their famly
history. A footnote would not be enough.

She had to begin someplace and her com
puter was at hand, Shelli [|ooked up the nane
Pfc. Thomas F. Vaughan (found entered as T.F.
Vaughan) .

More searching through websites
rooms at odd hours and night after
turned up a entry on the National Wrld War Il
Menorial and the Registry of Remenbrances be-
ing erected in Washington, D.C. And Thomas F.
Vaughan's name was being honored by Johnny
Johnson.

and chat
night, she

famliar.

Johnny Johnson? The nane was not
but the

The VA forwarded Shelli's inquiry,

reply was discouraging. Dad was deceased, his
son said.
A side issue bugged Shelli. How did grand-

knew the answer.
to avoid paper-
bare details to

pa die? None of her relatives

At the war's end, minly
work, the government supplied
next of kin. Then the Freedom of Information Act
opened up records, though the public in general
did not know how to deal with the system

Vile talking with the VA Shelli found a
synmpathetic lady who suggested that a full copy
of T.F. 's personnel file mght be had. Not know
ing the hassle she faced, her first request was
turned down because the Records Center had burn-
ed years ago.

Persi stence
ing until she got
black and white were skeletal
tures, together wth dental
boots proved his identity.

on demand-

There in

of frac-
Size 9D

paid off. Shelli Kkept
the entire document.
di agr ams

records.

MARCH & APRIL 2004
Shelli in the Hunt

letters had been gleaned for
together at Canp Roberts
them in Conpany B.

TF 's old
nanes of men who were
and afterwards, some of

For all of these many weeks of her effort
with few responses, yet she was obsessed. She
ev~n dreamed of grandfather T.F., so she kept

gdng on.

trip and there were
nearly two-thirds

The nessage

and ny father,
the famly of

i nformation
buddy. Pl ease

was on a chat
248 nessages. At 3:00 a.m,
done, she was drowsily reading.
said: My nane is Mark Rodrigues. |
Frank Rodrigues, are searching for
T.F. Vaughan. | have pictures and
about him He was ny father's best
contact me."
Unbel i evabl e, yet right there a shocker,
started crying. Sonmebody is joking, she
thought to herself. Rechecking, the message had
been witten in 1999, five years before. Her
e-mail to the gentleman went incorrect.

Meantine, Betty had l|earned about her daugh-
ter's project. The excitement kept on building.
She was dunfounded, too.

On a last chance effort
against hope for finding the man,
out letters with heL phone number
of 16 Frank Rodrigues in the local zip code.

Providence my have played a part in the
phone call. "Is this Shelli? This is Frank Rod-
rigues' son, Mark." After that their talk became
garbled by the crying at both ends of the line.

Shel i

Shelli

while hoping
Shelli nmailed
to everyone

The looking for and the finding of a man who
could help with the reconstruction of a near -
forgotten personality had become enotional.

For sure, Frank Rodrigues and T.F. had
even depended on each other for haircuts in a
pinch for too often their primtive situation
left no option.

Shelli discovered the 96th Infantry Divi-
sion website, also Arerican Vets. com - nore
stuff to sift.

There was a message from Marvin Arnold,
(Odessa, Texas. He and T.F. were hit in the same
fight.

Wlliam (Bill) Burland's nanme was mention-
ed because he saved Marvin Arnold's life.

Messages such as these sparked Shelli's in-
terest. She read everything she could find about
the Arny and Marines in the battle for Ckinawa.

JULY 2004

DEADEYE Reuni on Ut ah

Salt Lake Gity,

is the 47th annual reunion of a fam
The gathering crowd of hundreds
the United States jam the hallways
and eating places in the hotel. These once
young, now old soldiers, are enjoying the re-
newal of their conradeship which dates back to
Wrld War Il in the Pacific and before that.
Daughter Betty Vaughan w th granddaughter
Shelli, here from California, have a nission.
Maybe soneone from Conpany B will show up.

This
ily affair.
from across

Their nanme badges meke them welconme and the so-
cializing begins. The two newcomers are strang-
ers no nore.

(Continued next page)
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"This is a ugly, ugly war....". (Continued)

Just mingling, they run into Jim Causey,
Company C, 381st. from Liberty, Mssissippi. He
recol lects the whole disasterous affair on Yae-
j u-Dake because he was there. Here is the phone
number of Charley Case whose tw n brother was
indeed with T.F. th~ day he died. Their call
brings nore tears.

Betty spends the night sobbing, grieving.

After that comes nore CE the getting to
know peopl e.

The reunion continues for three whole days

and nights, winding up with a banquet - all of
this despite the stress.
Back at hone life goes on. Shelli picks up

her studies to becone a forensic psychol ogist.

There is no happy ending to this odyssey.
Through her daughter's search, Betty got to
know her father better. "I am so grateful that
at this time innm life | feel more resolved.
Many in the 96th have been so kind to us and
tried to help us. It is like a mracle."”

END

Home Address
Ms. Shelli Vaughan
458 S. Seaward :
Ventura. Califonrl~> 93003

Shel | i 458hot mai | ~com
(805) 641-:-0735

- Monsour

Epilogue

by Shelli Vaughan - Monsour

| cannot accept credit for taking up the pro-
ject because | feel that T.F. and Cod were
pushing me. The nore | |earned about ny grand-
father the nore appreciation | have gained for
my own life. Wile us younger Anericans nay
gripe over trifles we can be thankful for nen
such as my grandfather and his conrades who suf-
fered - not only suffered, but believed in
Anerica. | feel hunble and grateful to be alive.

You are needed!

Join the fun by becoming part of the Thursday evening
Kickoff Party's Welcome Night Program

Please contact Annie Moroz at (856) 235-8591
or by email atdeadevemk@wmconnect.com

Can you sing, dance, tell a joke, be part of a skit, etc.?

The possibilities are endless - no prior experience required!



96" INFANTRY DIVISION DEADEYE ASSOCATION
*** MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ***

Membership is open to 96" Infantry Division "Deadeyes", its Association Auxiliary and
current and past members of the Regional Readiness Command; their families, friends and
members of the general public who support and are interested in promoting and
perpetuating  the legacy of the 96" Infantry Division.

LAST NAME: FIRST NAME: _
ADDRESS: _
CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

UNIT SERVED (If Applicable):

DEADEYE RELATIONSHIP:

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $1000 - - - - - - - - - $ _
DONATION - - - - - - = = - = - - - - - - - - - $ _
TOTAL - - = = = = = = = = o o o o o o 2 o o 2 - - $ mmmmm————mmmo o

Make checks payable to: 96" Infantry Division Deadeye Association
Mail to: Sam Wood, Jr.

3477 Blue Jay Pass

Fort Mill, SC 29708

sawood@infoave.net

SHERATON NATIONAL HOTEL
(703)521-1900 or (800) 325-3535

HOTEL REUNION RESERVATION INFORMATION

Reunion Planning Committee

Occasionally the Sheraton National Hotel's reservation system will tell the caller that all
rooms reserved by our Association for the reunion have been filled when, in fact, this is not
the case. Our room block for Monday, July 25, has been filled for some time because,
normally only a few of our members arrive this early in the week so understandably we
reserved fewer rooms for Monday. However, there are rooms available for the remaining
days of our reunion, at least at the time of this writing. If you are told that our Associations
room block is filled when calling for a reservation insist on having the reservation clerk
check with the hotel to verify that there are no vacancies.

In the event that the demand exceeds our reserved room block Armed Forces Reunions,

Inc. will make every effort to secure overflow accommodations as near to.the Sheraton as
possible.
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JOIN US IN THE 2005 USO ROOM!

You are cordially invited to the 2005 - 96™ Infantry USO Room for REST and RELAXATION
Wednesday, July 2i" through Saturday, July 30,2005. The room is located to the right of the
open area off the Main Lobby of the hotel.

Please bring a favorite snapshot of your buddies, spouse, or yourself The wall of pictures the
last two years have been so much fun. They add to the Bond that the 96™ Infantry men, women,
and families have shared over the last sixty years. The snapshots provide new connections for
the veterans, families and friends.

The USO Room will offer coffee and hospitality at 1960 prices. A SMILE AND A QUARTER
STILL WORKS! It will also be the home for 96" Infantry Reunion merchandise and souvenirs
and will have entertainment information and information for those who need ground
transportation. The hotel will have information to share as well. A special addition to the USa
will be an on sight representative for the future 96" Infantry group, The 96" Infantry Division
Deadeye Association. The representative will field questions and accept new memberships from
all interested persons from age 1to 101.

The USO room is the way to honor the 96" Infantry and keep the camaraderie alive. 96" wives,
sons, daughters, grandchildren and family friends please encourage YOUR Deadeye to find and
bring those special snapshots to the reunion. We want to see them! If you have any addresses,
e-mail addresses and or telephone numbers of Deadeyes that we have not seen in the last 3 years
PLEASE bring them!!! Don't you wish every one was notified about the continuation of a
GREAT Legacy. Seeyou in D.C.!

Contacts: Harriet Nichols, Sam Wood, Jf., "Sis" Mary Eleanor Wood Smith & Janet LeMeire.
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SOME WHO ENJOYED THE "2004" USO ROOM
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The following article was written by the Steve Thomas family. Steve is an Honorary Lift Alember and the
son of Jesse R. Thomas who was Company Commander of E Company, 383™ Regiment. Jesse was
wounded on April 26, J945 and passed away December 7, 2002.

IHE CASE

A Child's Tribute to the 96th

from
The Thomas Family

I rose early, like most weekend days, and plodded through the routines that start my morning.
The heat was turned up, the mini-blinds opened, and the sacred ritual of making coffee was
completed. The newspaper would not be delivered for several more hours, so that would have to
wait.

With coffee finally in hand | shuffled off to the computer room. | was raised calling this the den
or rec room but things have changed and the new technology demands a place of its own with a
reference that suits its importance in our lives I suppose. It was Saturday morning and time to
pay the bills neatly stacked on myoid desk. | pulled out the desk chair and settled in for some
quiet time with my coffee and latest monthly debts. This was one of the few places left in the
house 1 could still call my own and nestled in here with my checkbook and calculator, before the
house came alive, still gave me some unexplained male satisfaction.

I was well into the second bill when I heard the rapid thump of tiny feet beating it down our
short hallway. They usually passed by the computer room and faded slightly before coming to a
halt only inches from the television in the next room, but not today. The thumps stopped at my
room and in peeked Graham, still in his pajamas. My six year old son had decided to stop and
check in on his Dad. We exchanged "Good Mornings" and | got one of those million dollar hugs
that puts a smile on your face and leaves the lingering smell of those fruity kids' shampoos. He
then began hunting through the pile of videos stored in the computer room closet and | turned
back to the business at hand.

I looked up several moments later, having been lost in a daydream and my check writing, and
realized that the house was silent. Expecting the worst, |turned to get up and found Graham
several feet away. He had dragged up another chair and was sitting with his knees on the seat
and was peering over the back of the chair at the closest wall. He was staring at the case.

He was fixed on our family display case of his grandfather's army medals. The moment | had
patiently waited six years for had come and now | was anxious to see his reaction. | had worked
hard to get a complete history of my father's army career and design a display case that would be
accurate and properly honor his decorations. It was, however, really built for Graham. Itis a
large wood and glass shrine that has always served as the centerpiece of the room. But now, with
Graham's first inquiry just moments away | wasn't sure | would be up to the challenge or had the
skill to translate what this all meant to an innocent child. My fatherly pride was melting into an
embarrassing uneasiness.
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"What is this?" Graham said still staring straight ahead.

"Your Grandpa's army medals,” | replied, thinking just keep this simple.
In a flash he pointed to the top of the case and said "What is this one?"

He was pointing to Grandpa's Bronze Star Medal with valor device.

"Well, its kinda complicated,” | responded, figuring the short attention span he was notorious
for would help end my sudden discomfort.

"Tell me," he said as he turned the chair towards me and sat down crossed-legged.

I had never seen him this interested before ... even when his favorite cartoons were on. So |
began, expecting my story to be ended abruptly once his interest drifted back to the television.

"That medal is from World War Two," | said. "Our country was attacked in 1941 and Grandpa
went across the Pacific Ocean to help defend the United States. The men in the war were divided
up into groups like teams. His big team was the 96" Infantry Division." Graham's eyes seemed
to say go on and don't stop, though I really didn't know if he was following me. | decided to go
ahead and launch into the whole story. | figured he would just jump up and leave, like most
children, when he had heard enough.

I told him his Grandpa was in charge of a smaller group of men called a company and how they
had sailed across the Pacific Ocean in 1944 and landed in the Philippine Islands under attack. |
made sure to tell Graham that Grandpa had left his Grandma and his Uncle Gary, who was just a
baby then, to go serve his country.

"How bout that medal Dad ?" Graham blurted out, obviously growing impatient with my long
adult explanation.

So ljumped past the rest of the details and went straight to the Battle of San Vincente Hill. |
told him that about six days after Grandpa landed in the Philippines his company was ordered to
check for enemy locations near an area called San Vincente Hill. While they were moving
through that area they came under a fierce attack from three sides. They were fired at by
mortars, machine guns, and rifles. They fought back but they were outnumbered and many of
his men were killed and wounded.

During the battle and still under heavy fire several groups of men began bringing back the
wounded and equipment. Grandpa's group found a sergeant who had ben shot through the hip
and was in serious condition. They loaded him up on a stretcher and all five men headed away
from the shooting. While rushing the sergeant to safety one man was shot in the foot and a
mortar round also landed near them lifting another man up into the air but not seriously
wounding him. They continued on and when one man had to stop or was wounded another one
took his place. Eventually they reached a safe area, away from the fighting, and turned the
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sergeant over to the medics. That is why many of these men and your Grandpa were awarded
that medal.

I had no idea if this made any sense at all to Graham but nervously waited for some response.

He sat quietly in his chair pulling on the ends of his socks and then asked "Did the sergeant
live?" I1told him he did and that | met him at a company reunion in 1990. Graham grinned from
ear to ear.

Graham sat there for several seconds and then remarked "They were really brave men weren't
they Dad?" I smiled and he hopped out ofthe chair, grabbed a video, and headed for the TV. 1
decided to finish the bills later and just go warm up my cup of coffee. It had gone better than 1
had expected.

Not long before Grandpa died we went back to visit Graham's grandparenfs. Grandma made
one of her famously delicious dinners that night and afterwards we all retired to different parts of
the house. | was sitting with Grandpa in the living room, catching up, when Graham appeared
and shyly shuffled up to Grandpa. As usual, he had Grandpa's full attention all at once.

Graham looked up at Grandpa and whispered "I think you and your war friends were very
brave. Thanks for helping us." Grandpa then got one of those long million dollar hugs that put a
huge smile on his face and brought a tear to his eye.

Grandpa has been gone for quite some time now but Graham and 1still meet in the computer

room once in awhile on quiet Saturday mornings to visit and talk about the 96" Infantry Division
and the precious contents of the case.

BffiLIOGRAPHY

Action Against the Enemy Report. Company "E" Attack on San Vicente Hill, College Park,
Maryland, National Archives at College Park, 1944.

Cannon, M. Hamlin. LEYTE: THE RETURN TO THE PHILIPPINES (United States Army in
World War Il, The War in the Pacific) Washington, D.C., U.S. Government Printing Office,
1954,

Davidson, Orlando R., J. Carl Willems, and Joseph A. Kahl. THE DEADEYES The Story of the
o¢fh Infantry Division, Nashville, Tennessee, Reprinted by The Battery Press, 1981.
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96" INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION WEBSITE

Our Association Website is easy to find at:
http://www.96th-infantry-division.com

Our site continues to average 1,050 visits per month

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO:
Keep Informed on our Reunions, Heritage Exhibits and Battlefield Tours
View our Memorials or Exhibits at 11 Permanent Locations
Get Information of Value to Deadeyes, Family or Friends

Please View Our "Guest Book" and Help Deadeyes and Others Locate
Deadeyes and provide 96" Infantry Division Service Information,
or just Communicate with other Deadeyes.

-~ .~ ORDER FORM _.z.~-
96TH INFANIRY DIY.ASSOC. BLUE/ WHrrt: LICENSE PLATES

Theseplatesare madeofu. specialoutdoorplastic,12"b": 8" b':1/8". The\have bluebackgroundwithwhite
lettering. U':Joustate onl\)requiresonelicenseplate thiscanbe usedinplace ofa secondlicenseplate. Priceof

each is$13.00plus$3.00 shipping/handling,totaling$16.00.

The Executive committee authorized me tomalce the "96th JnldiltrgDiv. Assoc. plated available lor the Assa:iation
and Auxili(jrg members.

MAKEREMIITANCEPAYABLETO:
Donaldl.Foster

4217 SWEmlandDr #2 Numberofplates===-at ~ $16.00each =====
TopekaKS66606-2137 Unit(Compan\))===-OraanizatioD ====
Plates to be mailed to:
Address==============—=—=—=—=====
Cit\)========== State=~llpCode=====
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS

To insure prompt delivery of your Deadeye Dispatch and other information, please complete
the address change form and send it to Robert Schmidt, 1284 McKusick Rd. Lane N.,
Stillwater, MN 55082-4162, or telephone 1-651-4309274, or e-mail: Schmidtprs@aol.com.

NAME: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o _____ UNIT: _ _ __ ___
ColRegiment

SPOUSE: _

NEW ADDRESS: _

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

OLD ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: _

ZIP CODE:

UNIT ROSTER

To obtain a roster of your unit, (Company, Regiment) please complete the following form and
mail it along with your check for $5.00, payable to Steve Melnyk and mail to his address at
7634 Fielding Ave., Detroit, MI 48228-3232.

NAME: __ __ _____ o __ UNIT: __
ColRegiment

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

"96"" INFANTRY CAPS

To obtain a new 96" Infantry cap please complete the following form and mail it along with
your check for $6.00, payable to Douglas Burton and mail it to his address at 11279 S. Fowler
Ave., Selma, CA 93682-9619.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

aTy: STATE: ZIP CODE:
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Want a Permanent 96" Division Association Blue & White Name Badge?

The Executive Committee authorized me to present a plan to the membership to make badges
available for Association and Auxiliary members. NOW AVAILABLE FAMILY MEMBER BADGES.

The price for as Association Badge is -------- $5.50 with choice of back
The price for an Auxiliary Badge is ------------- $5.00 with choice of back
The price of a Family member Badge is --$5.50 with choice of back

NOW AVAILABLE MAGNETIC PIN BACKS FOR AN ADDED COST OF $1.75 EXTRA EACH

All Badges will have the "96" Inf. Div. Ass'n." and "Div. logo" on them.
Postage and handling remains at $2 for one badge and $3 for two to the same address.

Ass'n. Auxiliary
ORDER BLANK FOR 96TH DIV. ASS'N.
BLUE AND WHITE PERMANENT
NAME BADGES
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE
ALL INFORMATION

96™ INF. DIV. ASS'N.

Unit Organization

First Name Mi Last Name

City State $5.50
TYPE OF BACK, MARK ONE:  PIN_ SPRING CLIP_ MILITARY PINS_ MAGNETIC

OIOK) \ ) \ PO \ AN \ \

96™ INF. DIV. ASS'N. AUX.

First Name Ml Last Name
City State $5.00
TYPE OF BACK, MARK ONE: PIN_SPRING CLIP_MILITARY PINS _ MAGNETIC

n n n 196 TH||NF~ID|VASSINIi:AM”leIIIIIII ~IIIIII|| ~IIIIII||II ~IIIIII|II ~’~

............. T T )

First Name MI_ Last Name
City State Relationship $5.50

TYPE OF BACK, MARK ONE: PIN_SPRING CLIP_MILITARY PINS_MAGNETIC

Make remittance payable to: MAGNETIC PIN BACKS $1.75 EACH
Donald J. Foster Postage and Handling 1- $2.00
4217 SW Emland Dr. #2 2 - $3.00

Topeka. Ks 66606-2137

TOTAL
Badges to be mailed to:
First Name Last Name

Address

City State Zip code
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Fall In For....

Mail Call

Lt. Col. James O. McCray - |am looking for anyone who knew him. | don't know his
service' He was killed during the Battle of Catmon Hill on Leyte, Philippines, Oct. 26,
1944. Contact: W. McCray, 507 N. Kurzwell Rd., MO. 64083, (816) 322-2740.

Hello,

I received your email address from Leonard Deutsch. He thought you may be able to
point me in the rijht direction to learn more of what happened to my Cousin Roy E.
Fidler of the 383" , Co. G who died 07 April 1945 on Okinawa. Mc. Deutsch was also in
Co. G but in a different Platoon.

I have searched the internet for names of Co. G veterans in hopes to possibly contact any
of them and see if they had any memories of him. | have been unable to determine which
Platoon Roy was in to further narrow down living veterans to try and contact. | am
documenting what | can of my family, for future generations and would be most grateful
for any help you might be able to provide in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

Thomas Fidler

Robert Schmidt,

Thank you for your expression of Sympathy for Paul. Paul was so proud to be a member
of the 96™ Division and to be a WWII Veteran. He was proud of his uniform. Enclosed
is a picture of Paul in his uniform taken just weeks before his death. He was a wonderful
person, husband, father & friend to every~me. He will be missed by all who knew him.

Thank you!
Betty Bartunek
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In Memoriulll ...

"Taps"

God in his infinite Wisdom, has summoned more
"DEADEYES" who have served their country faithfully
and well in war and peace. The 96th Infantry Division
Association mourns their passing and extends sympathy

to their surviving families.

Bartunek, Paul -
Per wife Betty

Burk, Troy - 381 CO.E
Per D Burton - 12/4/04

Burnes, Philip ~ 382 2™ BT
Per S. Melnyk

Carlson, Harry-
Per Wife - 10/25/04

Caravello, Stephen 1. 780"
ATB Per D. Deneker -
11/18/04

Dobson, Donald
Per 1. Confer

Freeman, 1.H. - 921s FA Bn
Per wife Marion - 7!l 7/04

Frawley, Roy - 383 Co B
Per Wife - 4/9/04

Gately, Frank - 321 Med Bn
Per Wife - 8/04

Glassman, Robert
Per R. Siefert - 1/05

Hoffman, Hubert
Per Daughter - 1/05

Huff, Leonard - 382 - Co K
Per E. Wright - 12/16/04

Kleinschmidt, Walter (Abe)
Per T. Roby - 12/7/04

Langfield, Milton
Per Mike Martz - 2/1/05

Lindler, Woodrow
Per Wife - 11/24/04

Pacyna, Thaddeus
Per E. Dewitt

PeekrullWm. F.-381 Co M
Per.son James - 10/18/04

Pipoly, Martin
Per S. Melnyk

Store, Edward - 383 1B HG
Per E. Wright - 3/2/04

Strauss, Gilbert
PerP.a.

Thrash, Jack - 361 FA
Per Wife - 8/30/04

Trainor, Wesley
Per Wife - 8/30/01

Updegraff, Thomas
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Per \Vife - 6/6/04

Wacker, Norbert
Per 'Wife - 10/20/04

Warminiski, Albert-383 Co K
Per son Tony - Tony

Woolary, William - 381-Med
Per Eleanor Long - 12/27/03

Young, Arthur - 383 Co K
Per Daughter 0 4/] 0/04

Around the Corner

Bv Henson Towne

Around the corner J have afriend, in
this great city that has no end.

Yet days go by and weeks rush on, and
before J know it ayear is gone, and ]
never see ~y old friend's face;

For lift is a swift ahd terrible race. He
watows J like him just as well as in the
days when Jrang his bell and he rang
mine. We were younger then -

And now we are busy, tired men -
tired with playing afoolish game;
tired with trying to make a name.
"Tomorrow, " Jsay, uJwill call on
Jim, "Just to show that I'm thinking of
him." But tomorrow comes - and
tomon'ow goes; and the distance
between us grows and grows. Around
the corner/-yet miles away ... "Here's
a telegram, sir." "Jim died today. "
And that's what we get-and deserve in
the end-Around the corner, a vanished
friend.
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SHERATON NATIOAJAL HOTEL
Arlington, Virginia

900 S. Orme Street, Arlington, VA 22204
703521-1900

From North: Take 1-395South to Exit 8 Washington
Boulevard. Travel in the far right hand lane for 1/4 mile
and take the Columbia Pike/Navy Annex exit. This will
place you directly across from our hotel.

From South: Take 1-95North to 1-395and take Exit 8A-
Washington Boulevard. Travel in the far right hand lane for
1/4 mile and take the Columbia Pike/Navy Annex exit.
This will place you directly across from our hotel.

From East: Take 1-95South to 1-495West to George
Washington Parkway. Follow the Parkway for 8 miles to
1-395South/Route 27 (lyndon B.Johnson Exit). Stay right
at the fork and take the exit for Route 224 West (Columbia
Pike/Navy annex). The hotel is on the right.

rrom West: Take 1-66East to Route 110/Pentagon
Boulevard. Stay in the right lane and take the Washington
Boulevard exit to the Columbia Pike/Navy Annex. Our
hotel will be directly in front of you.

If you are flying into Ronald Reagan National Airport,
we do provide courtesy shuttle service every 30

minutes from 6AM until 11PM, Call the hotel from the
courtesy phones at each terminal for shuttle pick-up,

Contactus at sheraton.com
or call 800-325-3535
or fax us at 703521-2122

Sheraator Natigpal

AHU™MLTO™

MEMBER OF ® STARWQOD PREFERRED GUEST-



