
The mission of the 96th Infantry Division 
Heritage Fund is to guard the legacies 
and honor the sacrifices of our 96th veter-
ans. Through oral history preservation, 
documentary films, educational programs 
and civic events, the Heritage Fund will 
work to insure that Americans fully appre-
ciate and never forget-the sacrifices made 
by our 96th Division who have worn the 
uniform. 

The 96th Infantry Division Heritage Fund 
is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization fund-
ed by generous donations from people 
like you. All donations are tax-deductible.

Donations to 
HELP THEIR LEGACY LIVE ON
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David Ellis, Treasurer
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Spring, TX 77388-4405
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Return To The Philippines
LEYTE ISLAND 
Leyte, which is in the Central Visayas is one of the largest islands 
in the Philippine Archipelago. However in 1944 it was defended by 
only 20,000 Imperial Japanese soldiers, 14,000 of which were from 
the infamous 16th Division. Leyte is divided in the middle North to 
South by a chain of extinct 4000 foot tall volcanoes, separating the 
Western Ormoc Valley from the Eastern Leyte valley. Leyte is known 
for massive earthquakes, typhoons, torrential rains, oppressive heat, 
humidity and a plethora of parasites and tropical diseases. In other 
words, not quite like Honolulu. During the course of the battle, many 
Deadeyes were bedeviled by jungle rot, blood sucking leeches, 
dysentery, dengue fever and tapeworm. Strangely, although mosquitos 
were a nuisance, there were very few cases of malaria reported. 
Jagged outcroppings of basalt rock, mud and sticky swamps also 
added to the misery to those that fought there. After weeks of constant 
combat in flooded trenches and foxholes, many soldier’s clothes just 
rotted away. For many Deadeyes on Leyte, a routine task was burning 
off leeches from their bodies with a lit cigarette. Rather than landing 
on Luzon which was expected, Gen. Mac Arthur choose the lightly 
defended Leyte Island with it’s harbors and airfields as his stepping 
stone to the invasion of Luzon and its capitol, Manilla. It was to be 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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 DEADEYE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
by Liz Moroz Harper, President, 96th Infantry Division Association Heritage Fund

Heritage Fund President’s Report for 2023

Thanks to Matt Helget, Vice President and Virtual Museum Curator, for his tremendous 
efforts in launching a new website in 2023, updated with features that allow us to pres-
ent detailed information previously only available through archival research and now 
available to our Deadeye families and friends through several clicks on website links! 
The Virtual Museum format created by Jodi Murphy of Fetching Web Design is simple 
to navigate through the 96th’s timeline from WWI, WWII, post-WWII, up to the present 
96th Sustainment Brigade. And new materials will be continually added to digitally docu-
ment the proud history and legacy of the 96th Infantry Division.

Thanks to Robert Feinstein, Secretary and Deadeye Dispatch Editor, for the Dead-
eye Dispatch resuming publication on the new website debuting with the Winter 2023 
edition brimming with news, photos, and features! The Deadeye Dispatch is an out-
standing read with every page filled with quality, unique information about the Deadeyes in a beautiful digital 
format. 

Thanks to Joe Boyack, Librarian, for continuing to assist with historical archival research and provide so 
many photos to document the history of our Deadeyes, their families, the Association, and the Heritage Fund 
which are in 2023 now easily available on the new website! - www.96thinfantry.org

Thanks to retiring Board Members Adele Connell Young and Robert Young for their many contributions in 
getting the website update initiated and keeping our Treasury on sound financial footing!

Thanks to David Ellis, our new Treasurer since October, 2023, for transitioning into the role of Treasurer and 
handling the annual corporate registration and tax filings without a glitch!

Thanks to Jim Collins, Chairman-Emeritus and Past President, for continuing to guide us in 2023 with his 
historical knowledge and leadership experience!

Thanks to the History and Funding Committee Members for meeting regularly via teleconferences through-
out 2023 to plan future projects, archival research, website additions, fundraising campaigns, and social in 
nature! Initial planning has begun for a mini-reunion in 2024 in Washington, DC following a Dedication Cere-
mony of the 96th Infantry Division’s Unit Tribute Plaque and Commemorative Bricks at the National Museum 
of the Army with regional gatherings to follow in OR (Camp Adair) and New Orleans (National WWII Muse-
um).

I look forward to working with all of you in 2024 to continue to preserve the memory and proud heritage of 
the 96th Infantry Division!

Please know that new Committee Members and inputs from our supporters and Deadeye families are al-
ways welcome!

Liz Moroz Harper
President, 96th Infantry Division Association Heritage Fund
Proud Deadeye Daughter of Michael Moroz, 382nd Regiment, Company L
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by Major General James P. Collins US Army (Retired)

 A General’s Journey

My journey started in 1961 as a ROTC Cadet at Hofstra University in Hempstead, NY. After 
four years of ROTC I received a commission as a Second Lieutenant in the Corps of Engi-
neers and soon thereafter reported for active duty at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. Nearly 40 years 
later, I retired from the Army in March 2005. Along the way there were several stories that 
some of my readers might find to be enjoyable. Here is one of them.

The 96th Regional Support Command (RSC). In March 2001, I took command of the 96th 
Regional Support Command from MG Craig Larson at Fort Douglas, Utah. It was a cold 
snowy day and so the ceremony took place indoors. It took a few months for the full sig-
nificance of this new assignment to really take hold. The 96th RSC had its lineage from 
the 96th Infantry Division that was first formed in 1918 in preparation for duty in Germany 
during World War I. The Division did not deploy overseas as the War came to an end with 
the signing of an Armistice on the 11th hour of the 11th day of November 1918. The 96th was deactivated and 
remained within the Army Organized Reserve structure. The Division was called to active duty in 1942 at Camp 
Adair Oregon and in October 1944 deployed for the Battle of Leyte in the Philippines. On 1 April, the 96th Divi-
sion was part of the invasion of Okinawa and fought there until July 1945 when the battle ended. The 96th re-
turned to the US in 1946 and was once again part of the Army Organized Reserve structure. In the early 1960’s 
while headquartered at Fort Douglas the Division was restructured then renamed, the 96th Army Reserve Com-
mand (ARCOM).

The Mission for the 96th RSC was to train, equip and prepare units for mobilization in support of our nation’s 
defense. I was responsible for all of the Army Reserve units in Utah, Montana, Colorado, Wyoming, North Dakota 
and South Dakota. Over 7000 soldiers in 70 plus units and a full time staff of over 500. The soldiers and the full 
time staff were just remarkable and the challenge was always to find the resources to allow them to do their best.

As I learned more about the units and their readiness to be mobilized there came a big wake up call on Septem-
ber 11th 2001. Our nation was attacked by terrorists with significant loss of life. Everything about our nation and 
our military began to change after that day. Training took on new meaning and the security of our facilities in-
creased. It was clear to me that mobilizations would soon begin and my units needed to be ready.

While all of us recall 9/11, I too have a special memory. That morning I was at Fort Gordon, Georgia visiting with 
one of my units, the 328th Combat Support Hospital. They were in the field setting up their special medical tents 
that would be used if the unit was called to provide medical services. Doctors and Nurses were all engaged in 
setting up the various tent structures. While talking with the Hospital Commander, Colonel Kathy Devlin, a Major 
interrupts us with news about a possible terrorist had flown a commercial air liner into the World Trade Center 
Tower. That news stopped everything and soon several TV’s with “rabbit ear antennas” appeared and we could 
watch the ongoing news report including seeing the second jet hit the World Trade Center. It was soon clear that 
there was nothing we could do. The Fort was locked down, the airports closed and nobody was going anywhere. 
So, the training event went on as planned. It took several days but eventually I got a flight out of Atlanta back to 
Salt Lake City.

I came back to a guarded Fort Douglas and a lot of new imperatives to consider. One was the 2002 Olympics 
were to take place in Salt Lake City in just 4 months. What will that now mean for the military providing added 
security? That will be another story.

 DEADEYE NEWS & FEATURES
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Deadeye News & Features
President’s Report by Jim Collins, President, 96th Infantry Division Heritage Fund

2018 was an important year for 
the Heritage Fund because we 
absorbed the Deadeye 
Association effective 1 Jan 2018. 
The Deadeye Association has 
served us for 60 years and now 
we transition from a social 
organization to a Corporation 
focused on preserving the his-
tory of the 96th Infantry 
Division and all units that have 
evolved from it . This year we 
are holding an Annual Meeting 
at Fort Douglas Utah, home of 
the 96th Sustainment Brigade 
and the Fort Douglas Museum. 
A big part of our history is tied 
to Fort Douglas starting in the 
1950’s. We plan to have our 
future Annual Meetings at loca-
tions where there are major 
museums with 96th related con-
tent. 

Our role now is all about pre-
serving our history and inviting 
all soldiers who served in the 
96th to participate as well as 
families and friends of those 
who have served . What a great 
way for us to continue to meet 
annually and work together to 
keep our history alive for gen-
erations to come. 

The Deadeye Dispatch Edited 
and Published by Scott 
Buffington will continue to be a 
major source of information 
about the 96th and the Heritage 
Fund. Scott and his family have 
been dedicated supporters of 
the 96th for 60 years. One of 
our great Deadeye Families.

The Heritage Fund operates 
with two key committees: 
History and Fund Raising. They 
work together to create new dis-
plays, monuments and plaques 
that promote the history and 
legacy of the 96th Infantry 
Division. Early on we had Don 
Dencker and Marvin 
Margoshes preserving our his-
tory. We now have others doing 
this but need more help. 
Volunteer. We have more pro-
jects than we have people to 
carry them out. 

The Fort Douglas Museum has 

one of the best displays hon-
oring the 96th Infantry Division. 
The Heritage Fund has been 
providing them a donation 
every year. The Museum is will-
ing to add more content for the 
96th if we are willing to help 
fund it . This Museum is our 
partner for the future. 

Our Web Site under the direc-
tion of David Ellis is key in our 
efforts to preserve our history. 
The direction we are going in is 
to become a Virtual Museum. 
We can have available on line 
documents, stories, history, etc 
that will be a great resource for 
our families, friends and histori-
ans. There is so much to do. 
Ideas are many but volunteers 
are few. 

We are in good financial con-
dition with $33,780 in the bank. 
The Heritage Fund received the 
remaining funds from the 
Deadeye Association when it 
was closed down at the end of 
2017. While we have money to 
spend we want to spend it 
wisely and at the same time 
accumulate more so we can do 
more. 

The Annual Meeting for 2018 is 
the smallest to date. The rea-
sons are not yet fully under-
stood but there are some that 
we know. First of all we con-
tinue to see our fellow soldiers 
and their loved ones pass on. 
Our population of WWII vet-
erans is getting smaller every 
day. This year we have a two 
day Annual Meeting without 
organized tours. There may be 
some who were not interested 
in attending because of that. 
Others may have wanted to go 
somewhere they have not been 
before. For those that have 
attended this years event I hope 
that you enjoy all that is taking 
place.

A big benefit in coming to Fort 
Douglas is that we get to be 
with the 96th Sustainment 
Brigade at Fort Douglas. They 
carry the lineage and honors of 
the 96th Infantry Division. They 

keep the sacred flame of 96th 
history alive and at the same 
time add to the history. There 
are many WW II Infantry 
Divisions that do not have this 
luxury. This year they are our 
gracious hosts for a day with the 
soldiers culminated with a 
Dining Out banquet at the Utah 
State Capitol Building. We have 
a bond with these soldiers and 
we need to continue to be there 
for them as they draw strength 
from their history. 

One of the ideas we are discuss-
ing for a 2019 Annual Meeting 
is to go back with Armed Forces 
Reunions and let them take on 
the job of organizing an event. 
They arrange reunions in many 
cities every year. San Antonio is 
one of their popular sites. So is 
Washington DC. We would join 
with one or more other reunion 
groups meeting at the same time 
and share hotel and tour 
expenses. If we are going to 
continue to have a small group 
this may be a viable approach. 

2019 will be a decision year for 
the Heritage Fund. Do we even 
have an Annual Meeting if we 
cannot get more people 
involved in directing and oper-
ating the Fund . We need new 
people to join in and more to 
take on leadership roles. I have 
been President of the Heritage 
Fund since 2008 and I am not 
seeking President for Life 
status. What we need are more 
Founding Sponsors and more 
enthusiastic people to grow 
what we have created in the 
Heritage Fund.

2019: An Important Year for Heritage Fund
2019: A year for Transition
We had a fun Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City 
and Fort Douglas this past September. I think for 
all who attended it was a great reunion. The 
96th Sustainment Brigade and the Fort Douglas 
Museum did a very good job hosting our visit. 
Our group was small, under 40 attendees. This 
is the smallest gathering we have had and 
perhaps it is what we can expect in the future. 
While we are seeing fewer attendees we also 
have fewer volunteers to carry on the Heritage 
Fund and putting on an Annual Meeting.

In September we invited the post WW II 
members of the 96th to join us for a brunch. This 
started a discussion about getting them involved 
in the Heritage fund and even assuming the 
leadership. Discussions continue and there is 
real interest to do this. I believe that we need to 
achieve a Transition from 
our current Board 
membership to one 
that is made up 
of the post 
WW II 96th 
Soldiers and 
even some 
family members of 
the WWII veterans. 
The current Board 
members and our other 
volunteers serving on our various committees 
need to be involved with this Transition to make 
it a success.

The Board of Directors discussed this at the 
recent 12 January 2019 Board Meeting. The 
consensus was that our efforts should be 
directed at achieving a Transition of Leadership 
before September 2019. Further, we agreed that 
holding another Annual Meeting at some city 
here in the US was going to require more 
volunteer support than what we can provide. 
Therefore we decided to delay the next Annual 
Meeting gathering of our Founding Sponsors 
and Donors to 2020. The next Board will take on 
this task.

There is no guarantee that this plan will be a 
success but if we don’t try our future is going to 
be questionable. We need new volunteers, new 
leaders, new ideas, new sponsors/donors and 
new energy. The post WWII 96th Soldiers and 
Civilian Employees are the answer. Will they 
step up to this opportunity? We will keep you 
posted on how this Transition proceeds. 

Jim Collins 
Major General (Ret)
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Completed Heritage Fund Projects

The last couple years have been trying for all of us with COVID-19 and life in general. The Heritage Fund has 
pressed through these trying times and with the help of our Deadeye family have overcome various obstacles 
to hold to the dedication of preserving the legacy of the 96th Infantry Division. Here are some of the things 
that we have accomplished and have overcome.

First off in 2020, the Heritage Fund had set a goal of placing a monument at the new US Army Museum at Ft. 
Belvoir in Virginia. Our goal was to raise $2500 and then the Heritage Fund matched that to get our monu-
ment purchased and installed on those grounds. We had set a goal of Memorial Day 2020 to achieve this, 
and you all came through in a big way. We raised around $3000 to get this done. After three fixes in 2022/23, 
it is now installed and viewable for the public. Thank you all. 

With that success, we then turned our attention to the National WWII Museum in New Orleans. Here the 
Heritage Fund helped in a couple ways. First, Deadeye son Wes Hillstrom (who is a docent at the museum), 
donated for an electronic memorial in name of the Heritage fund. Then, we fundraised to install a memorial 
paver in the heart of the museum campus per their “Road to Victory” commemorative bricks and pavers pro-
motion. This campaign had a goal of $3000.

Another project that took time to get done was a display panel at Ft. Lewis in Washington state. The museum 
had been closed through the majority of the COVID pandemic, but we were in constant communication with 
the curator of the museum. In late July 2021, it was finished and sent to the printers and came out looking 
wonderful. The museum paid for it do to it falling within their budget, but we at the Heritage Fund felt it neces-
sary to donate to them to solidify our relationship with them.

This year of 2023 we launched our new website, 96thinfantry.org after a long investigative process, coordi-
nation between the designer and the Heritage Fund board. The framework looks great and allows for future 
growth as we continue to research and obtain historical documents and photos. If you have entries for the 
site, please let us know and we will see how to incorporate it. What we are really looking for is company pho-
tos, newsletters from company, battalion, or regimental levels, or reports. The heritage fund is also working 
on inquiries to various museums and federal level repositories. So, keep checking back to the website and 
announcements will be given on the 96th’s Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/groups/120956155201

 The Heritage Fund is also investigating more places to memorialize our Deadeye veterans and history. Some 
places have more hoops to jump through than others, but we are diligently pressing forward with investigating places such as Ft. Sill in 
Oklahoma to honor our artillery batteries, the National Medal of Honor Museum in Dallas Texas, amongst various other places. If there are 
any other places that have significance to the Deadeye story, please reach out to us so we can investigate the possibilities. Also watch for 
announcements regarding upcoming reunions/ get togethers to dedicate these monuments and connect as friends.

Digging for Records

One of the most challenging things for a historian is requesting information on a specific person for people of immediate interest. We see 
this regularly with requests on the 96th Infantry Division Facebook page. As an organization, we are looking into creating a repository data-
base for Deadeye relatives and historians alike through our website. 

I have been lucky in my search by meeting people who have helped me pursue different avenues to check out. One of the most important 
places to look is the National Personnel Archives in St. Louis (1 Archives Dr, St. Louis, MO 63138). However, this can be a frustrating route 
unless one can go onsite or hire an independent researcher. Many requests, my father included, defer to the 1973 fire at the archives. 
According to their website, https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/fire-1973, approximately 80% of the Army files were “de-
stroyed.” 

With the requests or hiring a researcher, comes a lot of waiting and/or expense. There are things that will help expedite search requests. 
A copy of discharge papers is a big one because they have the required information. If that is not an option, having a complete given birth 
name; first, middle, and last; exact birthdate, and place of birth is beneficial. Additional things that help are a social security number or the 
veteran’s service number found on discharge documents or on a dog tag. This information helps researchers or archivists locate those 
specific files for our loved ones more quickly. The moral of the story is records are out there. One must be persistent and diligent to uncov-
er them. Remember that good things come to those that wait and don’t give up. 

 DEADEYE NEWS & FEATURES
by Matt Helget
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 CONTACT LIST

96TH Infantry Division Heritage Fund
Board of Directors

Liz Moroz Harper .................................................President
eamh@sbcglobal.net

MG Ret.. Jim Collins ............................Chairman Emeritus
jimcollins96@sbcglobal.net 

Matt Helget ...................................................Vice President 
Website Coordinator & Virtual Museum Curator   
matt_helget2@yahoo.com

David Ellis ............................................................Treasurer
davidjoeellis@gmail.com

Joe Boyack ............................................................Librarian
joeboyack@sbcglobal.net

Robert B. Feinstein ...............................................Secretary
Editor, The Deadeye Dispatch 
isaxrobert@aol.com

History Committee 

Liz Moroz Harper
Jim Collins, MG Retired
Matt Helget, Chairman
Joe Boyack
Wes Hillstrom
Janet Hill Wharton rememberthedeadeyes.com
Sam Wood Jr. LTC Retired
Robert Feinstein

Fund Raising Committee

Jim Collins
Matt Helget
Diane O’Brien
Wes Hillstrom
Don Klimkowicz
David Ellis
Daniel Harper

Publications and Media

Online Newsletter ........................... The Deadeye Dispatch
Publisher ................................Mainstreet Newspapers, Inc.
Editor ......................................................... Robert Feinstein
Website .......................................................96thinfantry.org

Website ...............................www.remeberthedeadeyes.com
Webmaster:............................................ Janet Hill Wharton
janben.wharton@gmail.com
support@remeberthedeadeyes.com

Facebook Public Group
96th Division Deadeyes
        &
Facebook Public Group
Adair Living History .........................................Matt Helget

96th Sustainment Brigade

The 96th Sustainment Brigade was activated on 
17 September 2008 at Fort Douglas ,Salt Lake City, 
Utah.
The history of the 96th began in 1918 with the 96th 
Infantry Division, After intense combat during 
World War 2 in the Philippines and Okinawa , the 
Division commenced it’s Army Reserve role in De-
cember 1946. On December 22, 1967, the 96th was 
assigned to the Army Reserve Command (ARCOM) 
headquarters at Fort Douglas.In 1996, the 96th AR-
COM became the 96th Regional Support Command 
and then the 96th Regional Readiness Command. 
Finally, the 96th became the 96th Sustainment 
Brigade as it is today. The 96th Deadeyes  proudly 
honor their lineage , traditions and history and 
wear the Double Diamond shoulder patches. 
Units of the 96th have deployed overseas to Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Djibouti in support of the Global 
War on Terror and to Taki and Al Assad, Iraq  
managing logistic sustainment operations during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
The 96th Sustainment Brigade  stands ready to de-
ploy in support of our Army’s worldwide mission.
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the initial mission of the 96th Inf. Div. to land at Dulag, secure the beach heads, and drive 
inland. After clearing the swamps, they were to capture Catmon Hill and then secure the rest of 
Leyte Valley assisted by adjacent American divisions. They were then tasked with securing the 
mountain passes above Dagami Heights, all the while destroying any Japanese units that they 
encountered.

HITTING THE BEACH AT DULAG 
After thousands of 5 inch rockets were fired from LCT(R) craft just offshore, the landing boats 
moved in. With amphibious tanks leading the way, soldiers of the 96th Infantry Division’s 382nd 
and 383rd regiments were ferried in by LVT landing craft through breaking waves. (Dulag today 
is a good surfing spot). Palm tree trunk barriers with sharpened ends had been emplaced in the 
sand pointed outward at 45 degrees, which were designed to disrupt landing craft from getting 
through. Therefore many Deadeyes had to disembark at the surf line and scramble up the 
beach past burning palm trees and Nipa huts from the Naval bombardment, dodging sporadic 
rifle, mortar and artillery fire. The lucky ones were driven 400 yards inland in the relative safety 
of Landing Vehicle Tanks. The next obstacle was a deep and wide anti tank ditch which had 
been dug by forced Filipino laborers. An abandoned LVT was driven into it, neatly filling it and 
providing an improvised bridge for the vehicles and soldiers that followed. Within 45 minutes of 
landing, an American flag was raised onto a coconut palm tree on Hill 120, the first time since 
1941 that our flag had flown in the Philippines. The observation post of Hill 120 was secured 
after being blasted with self propelled 75mm fire at point blank range. Hill 120 has a superb view 
of the Liberan Head / Catmon Hill mass. It next took a 3 day fierce battle to seize Catmon Hill, 
aided by offshore naval gunfire. Dozens of artillery emplacements, caves, pillboxes and coconut 
log reinforced trenches were cleared in that battle. When word of the landings were confirmed 
on Leyte, the guerrilla resistance fighters of Lt. Colonel Ruperto Kangleon descended from 
the mountains to aid the Deadeyes in intelligence of Japanese troop strength and dispositions 
and critically, carrying supplies of food, water, ammunition and medicine through Leyte’s 
difficult terrain. Kangleon was a resident of Southern Leyte, and his men fought along with the 
Deadeyes on many patrols.

THE BATTLE OF LEYTE GULF 
Upon learning of the American landings on Leyte, the Japanese Imperial Navy launched a 
major counterattack. This largest of WW 2 naval battles resulted in the destruction of most of 
the Japanese fleet. The Deadeyes on Leyte were not impacted by this failed attempt to destroy 
the beachhead, however several batteries of 155 mm howitzers were ordered to turn their 
guns around to the sea to ‘protect the beach’ with it’s valuable supply ships against a possible 
Japanese naval bombardment. This order brought out some choice words from the gun crews 
who didn’t relish the idea of dueling with 71,000 ton Japanese super battleships like the Yamato 
and Mushashi with their 18.1 inch guns! 

FIERCE BATTLES INLAND 
Initially, the Japanese were surprised by the progress of the Deadeyes moving inland through 
the swamps behind the beach (as was Gen. Mac Arthur!). While advancing to Tanuan and 
Foxhill Corners, the Japanese 16th Division’s main supply base was captured near Tabontabon. 
Japanese weapons, trucks and supplies were seized and some of the canned goods were 
eagerly eaten by the hungry Deadeyes. Except the canned octopus and squid in inky water 
which was rejected immediately. Also liberated were American weapons, staff cars and trucks 
which had been captured at Bataan in 1941. A major battle was fought at Tabontabon against 

PHILLIPINES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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a stand by the 16th Division. Recently these war criminals who had perpetrated numerous 
atrocities in Manchuria and China including the Rape of Nanjing again showed their true 
character. Breaking into a Leyte Army field hospital, they bayonetted and bludgeoned to death 
30 wounded GIs in their hospital cots. After word of this abomination got around, the Deadeyes 
and other Army units on Leyte rarely took Japanese prisoners alive. At Tabontabon the 16th 
heavily fortified the town. Almost every house had soldiers in them, underneath in foxholes 
and on rooftops. of the buildings including the Catholic Church. Pillboxes and trenches were 
sited to provide interlocking fields of machine gun fire down all main streets. After 3 days 
and nights of fighting, Tabontabon was leveled by artillery fire and the 16th Division had had 
enough. They withdrew from the town and left 300 bodies behind in heaps. Some of the last 
big battles for the 96th Div. occurred in the Dagami Heights area, called by Pvt. 1st Class Don 
Dencker Co. L 382nd Regiment as a “green hell”. These actions against heavily reinforced 
log bunkers and trenches on ’Suicide Ridge’ resulted in the further degradation of the 16th 
Division as an effective fighting force. Following more battles at Chalk Ridge and Alto Peak 
in the mountains above Dagami, the Deadeyes shifted to patrols and skirmishes against an 
often unseen enemy. The major fighting on Leyte now moved across the mountains to Ormoc 
Bay where the Japanese were frantically bringing in reinforcements and supplies. Many of the 
Japanese freighters, barges and accompanying destroyers were sunk or beached following 
US aerial attacks from aircraft carriers and land based fighter bombers. This resulted in heavy 
Japanese loss of life and materials. It was Gen, Yamashita’s intention for these reinforcements 
to counterattack over the mountains eastwards and retake Leyte Valley. It was the Deadeyes job 
to prevent these forces from ‘leaking’ over those same mountain passes. Except for the failed 
Paratrooper attack on the airfields, the Deadeyes were now to continue their fight on Leyte 
primarily against Japanese Army stragglers and the miserable daily conditions (which had not 
much improved since their initial landings) while on their patrols and ‘mopping up’ missions. 

THE BATTLE OF LEYTE BY THE NUMBERS 
96th Infantry Division casualties 1,660 including 469 killed in action, 1,189 wounded, 2,500 
(approximate) cases of hospitalization due to jungle diseases and combat fatigue -now called 
PTSD. Total American Army losses on Leyte 15,584 including 3,504 killed in action 11,901 
wounded Many thousands of hospitalizations due to disease and combat fatigue. US NAVY 
3,000 casualties due to surface actions during the Taffy 3 battle off of Samar and elsewhere and 
Kamikaze attacks. 8 ships lost, 255 planes lost.

Japanese Imperial Army casualties Of the 20,000 soldiers originally on Leyte at the start of the 
US invasion plus the 60,000 reinforcements through Ormoc Bay. 49,000+ died from combat, 
diseases or starvation. (Many of their sick or wounded were simply abandoned.) The survivors 
were evacuated to Cebu and other neighboring islands. ONLY 858 were captured alive. Imperial 
Japanese 16th Division 14,000 present at the start of the battle, 13,350 killed in action, 7,000 
by the Deadeyes and the rest by other army units, disease or starvation. 350 survived. Their 
commander Gen. Makino committed ritual Seppuku in the traditional Samurai tradition.

 RBF 01/11/2024
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 A Brief Account of the 96th Infantry Division and the Making of a Leader Wesley Roland Hillstrom
The 96th Infantry Division (The Deadeyes) distinguished itself during World War II by being recognized with 
two highly prestigious awards: the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation (an award of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines), for extraordinary heroism during the Leyte Campaign, and the Presidential Unit Citation (an award 
of the United States) for extraordinary heroism during the subsequent Okinawa Campaign. The 96th Infantry 
was referenced in the movie “Hacksaw Ridge.” Within the 96th were five Medal of Honor awardees: Tech-
nical Sergeant Beauford T. Anderson and Private First-Class Clarence B. Craft, lived to receive their MOA 
awards. Private Ova A. Kelley, Private First-Class Edward J. Moskala and First Lieutenant Seymour W. Terry 
were to receive their awards posthumously.
My dad, Wesley Rudolph Hillstrom, served as an 81mm. mortar platoon sergeant in the 96th Division’s 
382nd Regiment, H Company, Third Platoon. Dad grew up in northern Michigan, in Salo, a Finnish farming 
community on the outskirts of the town of Hancock. He was an excellent student and had won a trip to meet 
the Governor of Michigan after placing first in a county wide scholastic exam. He enjoyed listening to classi-
cal music, but was also a tough farm kid, growing up in the Great Depression; that background undoubtedly 
contributed to his success as a good soldier and an effective leader.
Like many men growing up in the Great Depression, my dad’s childhood and adolescent years were not 
easy. His father, a carpenter by trade, and his older brother, the oldest of nine children, had to travel long 
distances to find work to provide for the family. That arrangement left my dad, as the oldest brother of the 
remaining siblings, essentially to run the farm; hence he was no longer able to continue with his education 
until enrolling in correspondence courses offered through the army.
Later during the Depression, dad found work in Texas digging ditches. He said the way hiring and firing 
was done at that time was simple. If one leaned on his pick or his shovel longer than it took for him to light 
a cigarette, he was fired, and the next man hired was chosen from a line of several hundred men waiting 
for a chance to work. On one occasion, dad had a very bad toothache and asked the foreman for permis-
sion to see a dentist. The foreman liked my dad because he was a hard worker, so he gave him one hour to 
see a dentist and return to his job. Dad was in such a hurry to get back to his job, the dentist first pulled the 
wrong tooth before pulling the right one. Nevertheless, dad returned to work within the hour. The job was 
just too fantastic for dad to give up. It was paying the highly lucrative wage of $28.00 a week for a ten-hour, 
seven-day workweek. To augment his finances, he also had a part-time job playing an accordion in a tavern 
during evenings.
Dad later became a gear tester at the Timken Company, a manufacturing plant then in Detroit, Michigan. 
He was so good at his job that he had been known to take gears out of the scrap bin and work to put them 
in running order on his lunch hour, just to have something to do. As a skilled machinist, he could have been 
deferred from military service. He chose not to apply for a deferment with the attitude that he was ready to 
serve if his country needed him. Not too long after he was established in a well-paying job at Timken’s, he 
married my mom, Madeleine, and not too long after that, was called to serve his country.
As a young man, dad’s favorite poem was Invictus, by William Ernest Henley; dad found that poem to be 
very inspirational, as it ended with “I am the master of my fate, I am the captain of my soul.” During his youth 
dad lived that poem; it was his creed. He later said that when he ultimately went into combat, he realized he 
was not really the one who was in control and began developing his faith in a Higher Power.
Following the war, dad pursued mechanical engineering studies on the GI Bill but wasn’t able to continue his 
studies. He developed tinnitus and suffered some hearing loss and PTSD issues. He tried to deal with the 
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effects of the war by drinking. He ultimately quit drinking, achieved sobriety and was instrumental in help-
ing others to achieve sobriety as well. His loving and devoted wife played a significant role in helping him 
to adjust to civilian life following his return from the war and in his achievement of sobriety. Family activities 
included fishing trips, vacations and attending symphony orchestra concerts.
For several years following World War II, my dad’s platoon met at three-year intervals at different cities 
within the United States; families would plan their vacations to meet at wherever the reunions were held. In 
1975, the reunion was held at our family home in Detroit, Michigan, where my dad met with his former pla-
toon leader, then Colonel James H. Short (Retired). The last time prior to that meeting that dad had seen 
that gentleman was after he had helped to carry him off the battlefield, during a phosphorous artillery bar-
rage, after then Lt. Short had been severely wounded with machine gun fire.
My dad won the respect of his company commander, his platoon leader and every man in his platoon. I have 
written accounts of my dad’s battlefield memoirs online, and plan to ultimately include them in a book format, 
as I think it is important for people, especially the younger generation, to know something about the price of 
freedom. Dad passed away in 1992.
Undoubtedly, many bands of brothers were produced as the result of the wartime experiences of “The Great-
est Generation.”
Among them are units within the Deadeyes of the 96th Infantry Division. In tribute to the 96th, a 12” X 18” 
paver was purchased by the 96th Infantry Division Association Heritage Fund, and can be seen in Section 
LP, near the Liberation Pavilion, relatively near to the statue of General Dwight D. Eisenhower.

 TAPS
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A Tough Guy Named Corporal Clarence B. Craft, Rifleman, 

Company G, 2nd Battalion, 382nd Regiment of the 96th Infantry Division. 
Recipient of The Congressional Medal Of Honor

Clarence Craft was a newly arrived replacement soldier for the 96th Division having been in the Army for just 
8 months. A powerfully built 23 year old man with blonde hair, he hailed from San Bernardino, California. A 
blue collar kind of guy, he had worked as a foreman at a hog farm and as a truck driver. As a ‘citizen’ soldier 
he was to single handedly achieve a huge and successful victory on a Japanese strongpoint also with a mild 
name, Hen Hill. Like many other Deadeyes, his prowess on the rifle ranges 
was to pay off in combat.
HEN HILL The main line of Japanese defense on Okinawa was also called 
the Shuri Line, which ran from the east coast port of Yanabaru to Shuri Cas-
tle and then to the capitol city of Naha. This line was anchored above Yana-
baru by the Conical Hill mass, which had a commanding position above 
Buckner Bay. When Conical was captured by the Deadeyes, General Ushiji-
ma feared the outflanking of the Shuri Line and poured in his reserve troops 
to reinforce a series of hills to the west of Conical. These hills were given 
American names such as Dick, Easy, Love, Oboe, Tom and Hen. All of 
these hills were mutually supportive with interlocking fields of fire. Ordered 
by Gen. Ushijima to hold to the last man, they were primarily defended by 
a mixed group of Japanese units armed with 75mm field guns, machine 
guns both light and heavy, rifles, mortars and the ubiquitous 50mm grenade 
launchers aka knee mortars. 450 ft. tall Hen Hill was to become the key 
position amongst the other hills, and held up the 96th’s advance for 9 days. 
With only a company sized force of less than 200 men, the Japanese on 
Hen Hill stopped assaults by two Deadeye battalions (1300 men total) with 
many casualties. Something had to be done to release this log jam. In his 
first combat as a soldier, Craft was chosen to lead a team to Hen Hill.
AN ARMY OF ONE May 31st, 1945. Tasked with probing the enemy’s reverse slope defense of Hen Hill, 
Clarence Craft and 5 other Deadeyes warily approached the summit of the hill. They were met by a hail of 
bullets and grenades, quickly wounding 3 of Craft’s buddies and pinning the rest down. What happened next 
was later called by journalists “THE story on Okinawa.” As he neared the crest, Craft exchanged in a hand 
grenade duel with the Japanese just yards away. He threw grenades as fast as his fellow soldiers could pass 
them up to him. He also pointed out targets to his men, so soon, Craft was silhouetted atop Hen Hill with 
grenades flying over his head in both directions. Eventually Craft threw 2 cases of hand grenades himself, 
at least 50. Firing as he moved toward the top of the hill, he put his M1 Garand rifle to work. With deadly 
accuracy he shot down Japanese soldiers while moving to avoid being shot himself. He came upon the key 
to Hen Hill’s defense, a deep trench connected to a cave. Straddling the trench, he killed many of his oppo-
nents with point blank head shots. This was too much for the defenders who now were stunned by Craft’s 
attack. Many then retreated into the adjacent cave. Clarence was handed a sachel charge of 18 pounds of 
C2 plastique explosive. He ignited the fuze and tossed it into the cave opening. Nothing happened. Craft 
then calmly entered into the cave in plain sight of the Japanese inside and retrieved the satchel bag. Re 
igniting the charge, he threw it in again and ran away from the cave mouth. A tremendous explosion followed 
and all in the cave were killed or trapped as the cave mouth collapsed and was sealed up. Emboldened 
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by Craft’s attack, other troops rushed in and quickly seized Hen Hill. Clarence was credited with killing 25+ 
Japanese, knocking out a heavy machine gun and unhinging the entire Shuri line.. Craft paused in his attack 
only long enough to seize a Japanese officer’s Samurai sword. As he remarked later, “if I hadn’t grabbed the 
sword the 96th would have immediately picked the place clean of souvenirs!” Craft’s commanding officer 
while witnessing the attack said, “that fool is going to leave this battle in 1 of 2 ways, either killed or with the 
Medal of Honor.” And 3 months later, Clarence Craft would indeed receive our nation’s highest military honor 
at the White House from President Harry S. Truman. Another MOA recipient at the ceremony that day was 
Desmond Doss, 77th Inf. Div., of Hacksaw Ridge fame.
RBF 01/02/2024 
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Featured Weapon

Japanese Type 98 320cm mortar “Ghost Rocket” (Kyuhachi-shiki-kyuno) Also known as ’Spigot Mortar’ and Buzz Bomb by the 
Deadeyes and ’Screamin Jesus’ by the US Marines. 

Probably every 96th Inf. Deadeye who witnessed a Japanese spigot mortar shell in flight or 
upon impact and detonation during the Okinawa battle could never forget it. Although the tactical 
importance of this weapon was minimal, it’s psychological impact was substantial. Quite a few GI’s 
who survived near misses from this weapon cracked up and had shattered nerves for a time. As 
the warheads frequently buried themselves before exploding, fragmentation was minimal in soft 
soil or sand. However, the explosions could be quite deadly in the rock and shale of Okinawa’s 
hills causing numerous casualties. In 1 instance, a spigot mortar shell hit an aid station of the 1st 
Battalion of the 381st, killing 2 medics, 9 soldiers and wounding 11. But primarily, the Japanese 
considered this mortar to be a terror weapon, similar in concept to the Iraqi Scud missiles used 
during the 1st Gulf War, Desert Storm. When fired in volleys they were especially dangerous. 
Harvey Webb, Company A of the 382nd Regiment related this story to me. Warily approaching an 
Okinawa home with a low wall in front of it, Harvey realized that a spigot mortar shell was coming 
down right on top of him. He made the split second decision to dive down in front of the wall. A 
good choice! The shell landed on the house on the other side of the wall. The front door was blown 
off and landed on Harvey followed by about 100 pounds of dirt. Harvey was trapped until his cries 
for help alerted his buddies to rescue him from this predicament.

The first use of the Type 98 spigot mortar was in the siege of Bataan, 
Philippines in 1942. Later used at the Battle of Imphal/Kohima in Burma, a 
Type 98 spigot launcher and two shells were somehow dragged up through 
jungles and mountain trails. At the Battle of Iwo Jima several hundred of the 
320 mm shells were fired at the Marines. They were often launched from 
caves where their gun crews were largely protected from counter battery fire 
and lived and slept next to their mortars. Another Heavy Mortar Regiment 
of spigot mortars was in transit by sea to Saipan before that battle in the 
Marianas. The Japanese transport ship that was carrying the mortars was 
picked off by a US Navy submarine and sunk

WHY THE NAME SPIGOT MORTAR 
Most mortar weapons consist of a tube (mortar) that an explosive shell is 
dropped into and fired from. A spigot mortar consisted of a tube (spigot) that 
had a shell placed over it. The spigot was loaded with silk bags of black 
powder/nitrocellulose propellant. The more bags, the greater distance the 
bomb could fly. The Japanese spigot mortar was also a massive weapon, 
dwarfing traditional mortars of 60mm, 81mm or 4.2 inch diameters. The 
explosive force of the shell was equivalent to a World War I era 12” battleship 
shell. 103 lbs of molded picric acid and a P.E.T.N. booster were the explosive charges used that blasted craters of 8 ft deep and 
15 ft across and up to 12 ft deep and 30 ft across.

Where the shells landed and what type of ground,(sand, mud, dirt or gravel) determined the size of the swimming pool sized 
holes.

The spigot had a diameter of 10 inches and the shell 13 inches. The projectile was in 3 sections which threaded together. Each 
section weighed about 200 pounds and they were placed in sequence over the spigot. (tail fin assembly, main body and warhead 
assembly).2 or more men would lift the sections up with removable handles that clamped on. The assembled shell was 5 ft 1 in 
tall and weighed 660 pounds. The spigot and base plate was bolted onto thick boards resembling rail road ties. The weapon could 
be crudely aimed by loosening those bolts and using brute force to move the assembly. A primer was remotely fired electrically, 
creating a tremendous blast and recoil. The Japanese mortar men were probably quite wary of this and fired off the shells from a 
protected distance when they could. Upon firing, the spigot mortar shells were lobbed into the air at 110 meters per second (360 
feet per second). As they travelled in a parabolic flight, they emitted a ringing sound, like a bell or gong that had been struck. With 

From: Robert Feinstein isaxrobert@aol.com
Subject: Spigot emplacement

Date: January 13, 2024 at 4:15 PM
To: AIG New E Mail robertfeinstein@afgca.com

Sent from my iPhone
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a maximum range of 1440 yards, the shells were inaccurate, tumbling on their descent. It was usually a guess were they would 
land. However shells travelled so slowly that often GI’s could see them coming and ran away from the point of impact during 
daylight. In combat, the spigot tubes became deformed after 5-7 firings and had to be replaced. 

EMPLACEMENTS AND USAGE ON OKINAWA  
The 1st Independent Heavy Mortar Regiment was based at the Okinawan town of Iso, on the western Maeda Escarpment 
overlooking the ocean at Machinato Inlet. Many shells landed below in the so called Buzz Bomb Bowl. Iso controlled the spigot 
batteries which were located roughly in a west to east direction, covering the Japanese 1st defense line. Initially 6 batteries of 4 
spigot mortars each were mostly placed in fixed fortifications with many concentrated in the Kakazu / Nishibaru area. They were 
to fire an estimated 224 shells during the battle. The 2nd Btn of the 382nd were the first to encounter a spigot mortar attack, as 
they advanced southward to Nishibaru Ridge on the 8th of April. Later attacks were a factor at battles such as Tombstone Ridge, 
Kakazu and Nishibaru ridges. In at least 1 location, behind Kakazu West, a spigot mortar was emplaced on 40 foot trolley tracks 
behind a steel door in a tunnel on the reverse slope. It was rolled out, the projectile was fired and then it was pushed back into it’s 
cave and the steel door slammed shut.This emplacement was attacked by 5 Deadeyes.

Only 1 returned alive after knocking it out. Many of the emplacements utilized an underground 45 degree aperture that was 
constructed of cinder blocks. Adjacent caves safely stored the ammunition and explosives. Most of these batteries were destroyed 
by counter battery US mortar fire. In spite of all efforts to find and destroy these firing sites, the Japanese cleverly camouflaged 
them and fired sporadically. However firings were reduced after April 26th with the capture of Nishibaru Ridge. Nishibaru was 
a center of the spigot mortar batteries and only a handful of spigot mortars now remained in action as they no longer could be 
transported to different locations without difficulty. They were too heavy to be moved easily, their gun crews reduced by combat 
and many prime mover trucks had been destroyed. And after April 23rd, the headquarters of the 1st Heavy Mortar Regiment at Iso 
also lost effective control of the spigot batteries after the West Pinnacle battle there. The last surviving spigot mortar was operating 
at Ishimmi Ridge on the Shuri main line of defense on May 18th.

RBF 12/10/2023   
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"World event. ba•.e pro ••••n that DOoountr)' can rMain iaolat-
eel. 'l'be countries of South •• rica are DO exception. It dealOe-
racy is to survive arvwbere, there lIlat be an Allied rlctory.n

When it CQlIlOato carebaoa, statt sergeant EYodio Diez, a
reconnaba ••••• aaction haad in a 96th Diviaion COIIbat engiaaer
unit, will take llua.. onl,y pe",vien in the 96th Dirlaion, he
bel1eft8 the beast of burden 01 hill native count17 •• eh JIIOreae ••.
thetic.

Born in Lima. pe"" be e•••• to the United statea 12 )'Bara
ago to otud)' ~ering. A. a practical e_nt ot the GoOd
lIeJ.3bbor 1'Ol1c)'. he declare.,

.1 ..,~ entered tbe United stat •• ~ beClLl•• 1 waa
g1M! to ba.... the prirllege ot tighting tor d_ ••tic inatitution.
aDd the Maerican wl1 ot ~ 1 grew to 1.0••••during »1 reaidence in

the United stat ••• •

A t ••"fOrita .-rican institution ot the 35 )'Bar old pe",rlan
is the BrooJ<l;fnDodger.. Fo_rl,y reaiding in the F4tl>lab CllWlt-
r)'. he ••tta_ BrooJ<l;fn Teobnical Hi&h SChool a.od Pratt Inatitute
ot Sci ••••• aod locbnolog)'. prior to hi. iaduction in 8ept_r,-
1942. be llftd witb his mther in OooM park. 1PIlll 1a1aDd.

In a Wll seauon, wben O1az g.t~ wound up 1D bill ta~rit.
IIlbJect ot P••••Maarican coopar.tion. be reall,y gee. to town. He

811·.

,., C'ommanaer

Following graduation from the United States. Military Academy
in 1914. General Bradley was commissioned a aecbnd lieutenant of
infantry. With the army desperately in need of competent instruc-
tors to turn the raw manpower of the nation into soldiers, Genera1.
Bradley sllffered the same fate as -aany other young West Point men
of that period and spent the entire war at the Infantry School
passing on his knowledge to other men.

He did see service in Vera Cruz and in the Mexican border
campaign, but for all practical purposes, October 20, 1944, was
our cosnander' B baptism of fire as well as our own.

Uany of you know General Bradley chiefly as the straight-
talking officer who stood up before you when you came to the 96th
and said, "J4y nameI" Bradley. My friends call me Jim.. " If you
were with the Division at Camp Adair and Fort Lewis, you will rem-
ember these bllDlt words:

~o _ if you E:V8r see a poster r-eacdng , "Br:ad1ey for Sheriff"
you III know that ther-e I 5 the guy to vote for. As General Yama.-
shita W".,.lltestify, he a1w~s gets his .nan.

2 - To go to work on that rusty golf game.

3 _ To go back nome to ;"isso\:ri and dabble,).n local politics

as plc:in Jim Br-edl.ey ,

1. _ To spend. a little time, lor a cuange, with :,.;rs. aradley

and their dau(:htor, ;ti1dred.

aeneeei, Bradley's personal post-war progr-am is about as mil-
itary" as yours and mine. It has three main planks:

"Our enemies are tough. Wemust be tougher. Wekill or get

killed.

"':y r-eput.atdon lies in your hands. ! want no hi~her cOlm;lana.
but I ask you as a" personal favor that you so train and work t~lat
I may go into battle With you at Leaat, once."

"',18have proved 'tougher- than the en~. ";'[ehave killed 20 of
ham for every one of us that has lost his life. tie have gone into
battle UDder General Bradle-'J and have emer-ged triumphant. Score-

100.

"* .Our General Bradley, like anothe;' Bradl.~~:r m:i,.~J.-tsry 1'sme,
is a Missourian. He was born in the little t~ -of Doniphan and
was reared in Rolla, where his father, who died last spring, 'W~sa
much-beloved professor in the f,~isscuri School of V,.ines. His moth-
er still resides in Rolla.

By June, the immediate crisis was over and the War Department
was scouring its fUes for competent officers t-o train and lead
new assault divisions. One of these was the 96th - and you know
tr.e rest of the story. General. Bradley got another star and his
own division.

The blOW'heard 'round the world on December 7, 1941 did more
than just throw" the United States into war. It also put the hex
on a 12-handicap golfer.. r s z> .•.-;.::

You}maw him as Major General J. L. Bradley, your boss, and
you I ve never seen him on a golf course. He turned his back on his
favorite game the day we entered the war and hasn't touched a club
since.

Andthat, Deadeyes, is illustrative of the iron will of the
man who has lead you to one victory and will lead you on to others.

While his golf clubs moulded in the closet, General Bradley
worked around the clock at the Presidio of San Francisco. During
those critical d8¥B when we lay wide open to a Jap attack, his job
'WaB Chief of Staff of the Fourth Ar!rw and Western Defense COIl'.mand,
a headquarters charged both rlt..'l defending the Pacific Coast; and
Alaska and training troops for the offensives to come.

PerUYLan• •

COntril>lting hi. bit in the beet spirit ot the GoOdNeighbor
pollO)', Di.. bas been doing •••• ,",t.ta.oding work in hi. specialt)'
ot reconnaissance. on the .econd. day 01 the Phllipp1.rwl itlTa.ion .•
be and hi •••• tion disco ••••red an· eight inch Jap naval gun. 3 gun
turreta, 24 cra •.•• ot gun part. and a Jap tNck whiob the Japa bad
IlO t1llla to destroy, lot aloM u.e. A .killed draft...... be baa ~'-
been invaluable to hia battal1cn in •••pping. eketcbiDg Jap tortit~.. .'.....
icatlona, and other 5-2 operations. ; ,;.-.:""' "

He Joined tbe ''DEADmS· in Februa1'1, 1942 .t camp White. '>-. -:".
Last IiaY at Campsan lJ,li. Obispo he became a citiaen ot the United .,.'
states. ".....

In hi. poet-war planning, Statt sergeant Diu include a a
certaic girl in Newyork Cit)' wbo i. awaiting hi. retum. Also on
hi. agenda b a trip back to Pe", to visit hi. tather in the town

01 HUacho.
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 SOME DEADEYE HUMOR
During the land battle of Leyte, these two humorous 
events took place. 

In a large Quonset hut, a Company of soldiers from 
the 96th Inf. gathered to hear a motivational speech by 
a visiting General. Not a Deadeye, he was somewhat 
cut in the mold of a George Patton, and was fond 
of the use of the word ‘WE’. During his speech, he 
repeatedly used powerful phrases like: WE must kill 
the enemy wherever WE find him, WE will go into 
battle tougher than the Japs, WE shall audaciously 
attack and destroy our foe! Finally a Deadeye Private 
at the back of the hall had enough of this talk. In back 
of his buddies and shielded from view of the General, 
he yelled out: “ What do you mean WE General! Do 
you have a frog in your pocket?? 
(The fate of this Private is not known). 

Among the many miseries and privations that were 
endured by the soldiers on Leyte Island was lack of 
clean water, food, and other supplies. Resupply was 
a constant issue due to the swamps, jungles and 
mountainous terrain. And weeks spent in flooded 
foxholes in near constant rain caused many soldiers 
uniforms to literally rot and fall apart. A General 
decided to see for himself what the GI’s were in 
need of. Meeting with some Deadeye’s who had just 
returned from the front lines he said, “ Soldiers, I am 
here to get you whatever is required for you. What 
do you need most? ” A soldier than did a headstand, 
exposing his torn trousers and naked buttocks to the 
General. He said, “For god sakes General, pants. We 
need pants!” 

As told by Pfc. Gilbert Feinstein

DEADEYE-feaiiireJ

"EEEEEEEE-there's that'moU59 aQain!"

fore:l&n trSde.'~ •• nat.1on, Spain 18 I_
uaphicsl.!J' united" J. _ go•• ..-nt i.
oll thst is neoded'·\O unite Spain politi-
cal.!J' and restore her, to • ",,_table
place among the power. -~t the world..

SPA IN COntinued fram page five._

AXle nationa' war camp. A neutral SPain,
boa tho Allied point of view, wee a 18e-
-eer erll than a spain at war.

'!ben came the North African campa1gn~
Here again, the Allies could. .no~ allord·
,"0 haTe Hitler's troops just. behind their
back.. If (JOI'lIlaD¥could have supplied her
Afr1lu. Korpe direct.!J' from spanish ports
~ airfields, the war· in North Africa
-i&ht have been indef1n1te.!J' prolonged.
'1'OdB)', 'With the battle against GeI'GlalV
taxing the Allies' every last reserve of
strength, they cannot deviate in their at-
tack to interfere with spain.

lI!I £ll!!!!§§ Ql iUWIi& &VENTS

nallCO, as mentioned before, knows
that he Nles Spain only 8S long as the
Allied nations allow him to. 'rhe day of
reckoning 18 approaching when all lascists
in !iltrope·;<.must'~·answer to Allied courts for
tJieir past actions. As an indication that
Ule various Allied nations have not tor--
gotten Franco, maD;,Y British .• American, and
French statesmen have called for Franco' 8

dethroning by their governments.

Since the return from Paris of Anthony
Eden, the British Minister for the Fbre1gn
Office and the Minister ot Information
have made atrong ariti-Franco statements in
the Houae ot cecccee, This su~~est'S 0

joint 'B,\,1tish-French policy towards Spain.
several weeks ago in a speech before the
British House of Lords, Lord Templeton
called; Franco Spain I'practically a S8lIi.~

occupied' country". }fe accused Spaih ot
be.ing pervaded by German Gestapo intluence
oVer press and radio .•

In London, Jiadrid I 8 bid for a place in
the world peace conference has been ott1-
C?ially ararbbed, At the peace conference"
Spain is more likelJ to tind herself be-
fore the bench than upon it.

General DeGaulle, while he has ofti-
ci.a.ll.y, recognfzed the government of spain,
on the other hand conti..wes to give refuge
to .spanish Replblican refugee". In the
United states, the ghost. in the closet of
the State Department has been its relation
with franco-Spain. Critics have been most
outspoken in their demands that our gcv-
erranent, break with Franco. The U.S. state
Department, however, he a been following
the policy a f expedfency and appear-a .like-
ly to do so in the tuture--at least· until
ceseation of ho'stilit1ee with Germall1.

The course- of future events Will, in
all like1.il1ood, see Francisco Franco de-
Wse9., el~er __by' hi,S own cQun1;.,rymen, or by
Allfed po~j£ical ,p~s8U.re. The tuture, of
Spain can. be most -p~si.n,g. She!¥ls~-
.tensive mine~al deposits whi~ have only
been tapped. Ae cultural head of all
Latin America, Spain could enjoy a brisk
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